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Your adjudicator would like to welcome Ardclough to the 2011 TidyTowns Competition and your participation 
is important to the competition. Thank you for the excellent background information to Ardclough that you 
provided and your entry was a comprehensive and detailed one. The work plan approach is a really good one 
and your committee which is quite large seems to meet on a regular basis. The involvement with the 
Ardclough community is very well developed and your communications strategy is excellent. The various 
documents which were all read with interest were a great help on adjudication day. It is recommended that the 
Tidy Towns Plan be structured based on the ten Tidy Towns adjudication categories.
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The development of the new School is an exciting project and the site was noted on the way into the village. 
Hopefully the community plans for the old School will succeed. Your community is certainly an excellent one 
for taking on challenges and winning. The cemetery project is another big one and your adjudicator wishes 
you well. Plans for information panels at the Green and at the canal have been noted in your documentation. 
Do make sure that these are well mounted and that the frames are well designed. The repainted old Railway 
Station gate was seen and the water pumps project is welcomed as is the repaired seat. The Church once 
again was excellently presented and the colour used here is visually effective. The use of the Irish language 
on signage is required under present legislation and this should be encouraged where appropriate. On 
signage the Irish language must have the primary role. 
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The replacement of damaged trees is welcomed as is the removal of Laurel. It is great to see that you have 
such a great understanding of the true needs of wildlife. The village green was attractively presented in simple 
yet effective manner appropriate to your village. Your adjudicator reminds the TidyTowns Committee that the 
cutting of roadside banks and ditches in the period 1st March to 30th August is not permitted under Section 40 
of the Wildlife Act 1976, incorporating section 46 of the Wildlife (Amendment) Act 2000.
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yet effective manner appropriate to your village. Your adjudicator reminds the TidyTowns Committee that the 
cutting of roadside banks and ditches in the period 1st March to 30th August is not permitted under Section 40 
of the Wildlife Act 1976, incorporating section 46 of the Wildlife (Amendment) Act 2000.

You have carried out serious study in respect of the wildlife of the Ardclough area and you are highly 
commended for this approach. Thank you for the various wildlife documents and the wildlife survey. This 
should now allow you to develop a Wildlife Trail of the Ardclough area. The biodiversity leaflet circulated in the 
village was an interesting and welcome initiative.  Your adjudicator just missed the wildlife walk and hopefully 
it was most successful. The Feed & Breed Bird project is unusual but has produced most welcome positive 
results. Your policy of planting native trees and shrubs is totally correct and fully supported by your 
adjudicator. The various canal walks are a great local amenity and wildlife interpretation along here will be 
important in the future.

Congratulations on the ongoing litter pick programme and litter control was very good on the day of the visit 
with just occasional litter noted. Minor littering was evident on the Celbridge road and some was seen near the 
GAA Park. 

Your adjudicator fully supports your campaign to eliminate overhead cabling. Opposite the entrance to 
Wheatfield the two plank poles should be removed if they have not got a future purpose.  Some kerb weed 
was evident along the Celbridge road. Have you considered a project to paint all your poles in matt black?  At 
the green the small unit beside the Yield sign should be repainted. At the School the timber fencing needed to 
be treated.

Some of your projects here involve recycling which is important. However the key issue in this adjudication 
category is the reduction of the waste produced in Ardclough. The use of the Newsletter to promote waste 
reduction has been noted and this is a process that should continue each year. Consider carrying out a waste 
audit of Ardclough. Find out what waste is produced and see if this can be reduced or eliminated. 

The new fencing at Wheatfield and Lishandra Manor is welcomed while the old derelict cottage is attractively 
presented. At the entrance to Wheatfield the extensive and colourful landscaping was admired as was the 
feature area nearby with the seat. A little kerb weed was evident here. 

Approach roads were appropriately presented for a rural area but some of the grass areas needed to be 
trimmed. The verge across from the green needed to be cut. The Celbridge approach impressed with the well 
maintained hedging and the attractive stone walls. However some verge damage was evident here. Hopefully 
the path from the village to the canal will be developed as this road appeared a little dangerous for 
pedestrians. Work on the railway bridge wall was examined. 

Ardclough is a really attractive well presented village. Your committee structure is a good one and your work 
approach is excellent. The village should have a good future in the competition and your adjudicator wishes 
you every possible future success. 
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