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Executive Summary 

The aim of the research process was to carry out an ‘assessment for alternative utilisation of St. Anne’s 

School for community use’. This was achieved through the methodology implemented for the research 

process – household survey, interviews with random sample of households, an interviews with ‘stakeholders’ 

- culminating in the present report. 

 

The research established that there are at least 1,681 persons living in the Ardclough area. Of this 

population, 28% (469 persons) were aged 18 or under and 8% (136 persons) were aged 65 or over in 2011. In 

addition, the research suggests that many households do not contain children and issues of an ageing 

population was a key finding in the research, therefore is it reasonable to assume that this proportion is more 

than likely growing and will continue to grow.  

 

The key findings of the centre piece household survey on preferences for the community use of St. Anne’s 

can be understood according to four bands of preference weighting: 

 

1. Nearly three quarters of (72%) of households cited Adult and Further Education/Training for St. Anne’s. 

There was a desire expressed for daytime and night time use’ with 75% indicating preference for nights 

and 58% for days. 

2. The next highest proportions of preferences, 58%, suggested Childcare/Crèche type provision to be 

situated in/on the St. Anne’s site. The vast majority of these cited day time provision. 

3. A cluster of responses varied between 50% and 44% of households responding suggested Arts/Drama, 

Indoor Recreation, Social Services provision, Culture/Heritage and/or Outdoor Recreation. All barring 

Social Services were broadly evenly spread between provision at night and day time with a majority for 

days and nights and slight general preference for night times. In the case of Social Services, the 

overwhelming preference seen was for day times. 

4. About one in three of the responding households indicated a preference for Outdoor or Indoor Sports. 

There was considerable support for day and night time in the case of Indoor Sports with a larger 

preference evident for day time provision of Outdoor Sports. 

 

The findings show that responses and preferences reflect the age and makeup of households. Therein, it 

shows that the more established households tend to be older and are less likely to choose sports and 

outdoor pursuits and more likely to reveal a preference for indoor activities. This trend tends to reverse as the 

age of the household decreases and includes a greater number of children aged 17 and younger. 

However, the notable exceptions to this trend are evident in the case of Social Services and Childcare. 

 

Added to the household survey, the interviews with households and stakeholders suggested the following 

preferences: 

- Adult and further education/training classes  

- Community/park garden, allotments including playground  

- Community centre, ‘drop in’, resource centre etc. 

- Serve the more vulnerable members of the community such as older persons  

- Activities for pre/playschool children and/or mother and toddlers groups 

- Activities and facilities provision for young people  

- Feasible public health nurse-type services 

- Indoor activities for the community such as meetings with catering facilities 

- Tourism related developments including farmers market, community festivals etc. 

 

These confirm and support the broad findings of the household survey and give a larger sense of the 

direction to take.  

 

These at once seem to suggest the priorities, prior to any feasibility/practicability considerations, which 

ought to be followed for the community use of St. Anne’s. In terms of support, it is probably realistic to focus 

in implementation terms on bands one to three, excluding in and outdoor sport, with a premium placed on 

multiple uses, at multiple times by multiple groups. 
 

However, there remains work to be done on consulting with likely providers, partners including the Diocese 

of Kildare and Leighlin, HSE, VEC and County Council as well as crucially the new school and Ardclough 

GAA. This considered process can create a ‘win, win’ scenario where co-ordination is achieved between 



ii 
 

 

 

The Future Community Use of St. Anne’s National School, Ardclough 

Ardclough Community Council 

  www.niallwattersresearch.ie 

the three entities locally (old and new schools and GAA club), duplication is avoided and existing activities 

are added to and complemented. Collectively, this is the logical path to proceed along in order to add 

value to the community through the community utilisation of St. Anne’s, for which there is a need and 

significant potential if approached in a careful and considered way. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
 

1.1 Background 

This opening section sets out the background, context and in turn the aims of the research process that 

culminates in the present report. 

 

Ardclough 

By means of introduction, Ardclough Village is located in the North of County Kildare, bordering County 

Dublin and located within the parish of Kill. Ardclough and its surrounding rural hinterland contain 

approximately 380 houses.1 The community is served by both the existing school and the local GAA club.2  

 

Ardclough Community Council 

Ardclough Community Council (ACC) was established in 2007. ACC’s remit is to improve the physical and 

social environment of Ardclough. Its activities include participation in the Tidy Towns Competition, 

organising social events, organising the Community Alert Scheme and coordinating the Community 

Transport Scheme. ACC is affiliated to Muintir Na Tire. The Committee of ACC contains a cross section of the 

Ardclough community and encompasses road representatives for each geographical area. 

 

St. Anne’s School 

At the heart of Ardclough is St. Anne’s National School, built in 1949. The school has catered for 239 children 

and the main school building consists of two classrooms, two small office and toilet. At the time of writing, 

there here are also eight full sized prefabricated classrooms on the school site across four blocks. The school 

site is approximately one acre in size. The school is currently under the Patronage of the Catholic Dioceses 

of Kildare and Leighlin.  

 

With opening of the new school - expected January of 2013 - St. Anne’s will become vacant after some 63 

years in use. ACC views the school as a major opportunity to enhance the social and community facilities of 

Ardclough. This includes ensuring that the school is used continually as a community facility and that it 

should not therefore be allowed to fall into disrepair. Through meetings with the local clergy and the 

community more widely in Ardclough including public meetings, there was consensus that the school 

should be maintained for community use.  

 

St. Anne’s as a Future Community Facility 

The school is therefore seen by ACC to represent an opportunity to complement and add to the existing 

facilities of provided through the local GAA club. On foot of this, preliminary discussions have taken place 

with County Kildare Leader Partnership in respect of the provision of funding for the conversion of the school 

and its grounds for community use.  

 

Following on from these discussions, the Community Council decided to pursue the possibility of buying or 

taking a long term lease on the school with a view to converting it for community use. This included two 

phases of funding application to Kildare Leader Partnership: the first consists of funding to carry out the 

needs assessment (this is the context of the present research study) and the second will consist of funding 

for physical conversion of the building in line with the use identified as part of Phase 1. 

 

Assessment for Alternative Community Use 

In turn, ACC commissioned the present research study among the community of Ardclough and 

stakeholders of needs with respect to the future use by the community of St. Anne’s National School. 

 

 

1.2 Aims of the Assessment for Alternative Community Use 

The broad aim of the assessment research is to undertake a (community) needs assessment in Ardclough, 

County Kildare, focusing on the proposed utilisation of St. Anne’s School as a community facility. As such, 

the main aim of the project is to carry out an ‘assessment for alternative utilisation of St. Anne’s School for 

community use’. In this context, the objectives of the needs assessment were as follows: 
- To create a survey document to determine what the residents of the greater Ardclough area would prefer St. Anne’s 

School to be used for after it has ceased to be used as a school. 

- To consult with all local stakeholders on their views for alternative use for the school. 

                                                 
1 The initial request for tender document put the number of households at 250 however the map outlining the boundaries of the Ardclough catchment, the geographical area for 

the research, contained 380 houses when the survey was fully circulated. 
2 There is a demographic profile of the Ardclough area provided further down in the chapter. 
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- Arrange to have a building condition survey of the main school building carried out by a qualified surveyor, to 

establish if there are any structural and /or maintenance difficulties that will need early attention in the event of the 

ACC taking vacant possession of the school building. 

- Carry out a postal, phone and face-to-face survey of a representative sample of the residents of the target 

catchment area. 

- Prepare an interim report of the findings of the Survey and present to the Executive Management Team of the ACC. 

- Prepare a final report document with findings of the survey, and recommendations for alternative utilisation for the 

School.  

 

An important consideration in fulfilling these aims was that the research process would at all times be 

independent, comprehensive, robust and representative and in this way provide the best reflection of the 

requirements and needs of Ardclough residents.  

[A number of pictures of St. Anne’s National School are presented below:] 
 
Figure 1.1: Front of School 

 
 
Figure 1.2: Back of School 
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Figure 1.3: Picture taken using Google Maps Street View 

 
Source: Google Maps Street View 

 

1.3 Ardclough Demographics 

According to Kildare County Council’s Ardclough Village Design Statement in 2009 the population of the Kill 

Parish in which Ardclough is situated was recorded in 2006 as 2,510.3 This section looks to update this to take 

account of more recent developments with Census boundaries and in turn get access to more detailed 

demographic information about the area. 

 

Firstly, it has traditionally been difficult to arrive at an accurate population for Ardclough (that is the area 

defined by the boundaries provided for the research). This is due mainly to the fact that the locally under 

stood Ardclough area traverses three larger Electoral Divisions (ED): namely that of Bodenstown, 

Donaghcumper, and Oughterard. EDs have traditionally been the smallest geographic area for which 

Census data is available. 

 

Figure 1.4 below outlines some of various town lands (green boundary line) that comprise each ED (purple 

boundary line). The full list of town land areas are as follows for each ED that comprises Ardclough and its 

hinterland:4 
 

ED Bodenstown Donaghcumper Oughterard  

Town lands in each Ballyhays 

Baronrath 

Blackhall 

Castlesize 

Clownings 

Daars North 

Daars South 

Keeloges 

Killeenmore 

Ladycastle Lower 

Ladycastle Upper 

Ladyhill 

Littlerath 

Prospect 

Rathmore 

Sallins 

Sherlockstown Common 

Turnings Lower 

Turnings Upper 

Whitechurch 

 

 

Ardclough 

Ballymadeer 

Ballyouster 

Balscott 

Castledillon Lower 

Castledillon Upper 

Clonaghlis 

Commons Lower 

Commons Upper 

Coolfitch 

Dangan 

Donaghcumper 

Elmhall 

Friarstown 

Kearneystown Lower 

Kearneystown Upper 

Loughlinstown 

Lyons 

Newtown 

Pluckstown 

Reeves 

Simonstown 

Skeagh 

St. Woltans 

Stacummy 

Stacummy Cottage 

Tipperstown 

Wheatfield Lower 

Wheatfield Upper 

Blackweston Park 

Coney Burrow 

Alasty 

Bishopscourt Lower 

Bishopscourt Upper 

Blachkchurch 

Blackhall 

Boston 

Castlewarden North 

Castlewarden South 

Huttonread 

Kilwarded 

Newtown 

Oughterard 

Quinnsborough 

Tuckmilton 

                                                 
3 It is not clear from this document how the figure cited as the population of Kill Parish was arrived at. 
4 Town lands in italics in the relevant list under each ED are those that are nominally contained in the Ardclough Hinterland used for the purposes of this research. 
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This list suggests that a large number of the town land areas contained in each ED are outside of what 

would be considered Ardclough and its hinterland. Collectively, until 2011 the only accurate population 

figure at smallest geographic area for the Census was the ED. This changed in 2011 with the onset of the 

Small Areas (SA) which is a forerunner of the introduction of postal codes in Ireland. 

 
Figure 1.4: Town lands areas within Electoral Divisions comprising Ardclough 

 
Source: Adapted from Pobal Maps 

 
Figure 1.5: Small Areas set with Electoral Divisions comprising Ardclough 

 
Source: Adapted from Pobal Maps 

 

Figure 1.5 above present the SAs (brown border) as located with the relevant three ED boundaries (purple 

boundary line).  

087029001 

087014006 

087014007 

087029002 

087076001 
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Data from Census 2011 is available for SAs and as such it is possible to get a ‘better fit’ on the town lands 

that comprise Ardclough and hinterland. The following table reveals the SAs and their constituent town 

lands as a sub unit with each ED. 
 

ED Bodenstown Bodenstown Donaghcumper Donaghcumper Oughterard  

Relevant Small Area 

ID with each ED 

087014006 087014007 087029001 087029002 087076001 

Town lands in each Ballhays 

Clownings 

Turnings Lower 

Turnings Upper 

Ladycastle Lower  

Baronrath 

Daars South 

Keeloges 

Killenmore 

Prospect 

Whitechurch 

 

Ardclough 

Castledillon Lower 

Castledillon Upper 

Clonaghlis 

Friarstown 

Lyons 

Pluckstown 

Reeves 

Tipperstown 

Wheatfield Lower 

Wheatfield Upper 

Commons Upper 

Coolfitch 

Dangan 

Kearneystown 

Lower 

Kearneystown 

Upper 

Simonstown 

Alasty 

Bishopscourt lower 

Bishopscourt Upper 

Boston 

Oughterard 

 

From here it is possible to use these five SAs as the smallest geographic area for which Census data is 

available and also that which is closest match to the catchment area for the research and thus Ardclough 

and its hinterland. 

 

The following table reveals the population for these areas for 2006 and 2011. 

 
Table 1.1: Ardclough SAs population 2006 and 2011 
ED Bodenstown Bodenstown Donaghcumper Donaghcumper Oughterard Total 

Relevant Small 

Area ID with 

each ED 

087014006 087014007 087029001 087029002 087026001  

Pop. 2006 198 312 396 357 365 1,628 

Pop. 2011 287 364 393 324 313 1,681 
Source: Census 2011, Small Area Data. 

 

Table 1.1 above shows that the population of Ardclough was 1,681 in 2011 and this represents an increase 

of 3% on 2006. 

 

The following table indicates the proportion of the local population aged firstly, 0 to 15 and secondly, 65 

and over. 

 
Table 1.2: Ardclough SAs population ages 0-15 and 65+, 2011. 

ED Bodenstown Bodenstown Donaghcumper Donaghcumper Oughterard Total (%) 

Relevant Small Area ID within each ED 087014006 087014007 087029001 087029002 087026001  

Pop. 0-15  68 83 99 70 74 391 (23%) 

Pop. 65+ 5 49 17 42 33 136 (8%) 

Source: Census 2011, Small Area Data. 

 

The table above reveals that there were 391 children aged between 0 and 15 accounting for 23% of 

Ardclough’s population. This is slightly a lower proportion seen for this age group than for the county as a 

whole at 26% and is on a par with the national measure of 23%. 

 

Those 65 years of age and older in 2011 number 136 or 8% of the population. This is similar to the county 

wide proportion and less than the national measure of 12%. 

 

Looking in more detail at the make up of young people in the area, the following table presents all young 

people in the area in terms of those who are 0-4 years or preschool, 5-12 years or primary school age and 

13-18 or secondary school age. 

 
Table 1.3: Ardclough combined SAs population ages 0-4, 5-12 and 13-18 years. 

AGE 0-4 5-12 13-18 

Male  60 102 67 

Female 53 114 73 

Total 113 216 140 

Source: Census 2011, Small Area Data. 

 

Firstly, this table totalled reveals that 469 or 28% of Ardclough’s population were aged 18 or under in 2011. 

Of this, 133 (7%) were aged 4 or under, 216 (13%) were aged 5 to 12 years and finally, 140 or 8% were aged 

between 13 and 18 years. 
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1.4 Methodology 

The methodology chosen to achieve the research employed a mixed methods approach which is often 

referred to as ‘triangulation’. Triangulation is a technique whereby the researcher(s) gather information on a 

research subject (the possible and potential future community uses of St. Anne’s) and following this, the 

views and experiences are sought systematically from a broad and diverse base of those best placed to 

answer the questions set out for this process. Crucial to this method’s integrity is ensuring that it is 

accomplished in a structured manner, that is, within the framework of the aims and central questions set out 

for the process. In practice, this employed a number of stages as follows: 

 

1. The first was to reviewing documents, and information about Ardclough and St. Anne’s National 

School.  

 

2. The second was the design and circulation of a community survey to 380 households throughout the 

catchment over a number of weeks in July and August, 2012. The responses to the survey could be 

made by FREEPOST return or at the researcher’s online site, 

http://www.niallwattersresearch.ie/surveys.html. This site and the receipt of surveys were open until 

the time of writing in October/November 2012. 

  

3. Third, a random sample of 50 households were chosen for interview from the Community Alert 

Contact list provided by ACC. 

 

4. Fourth, a number of semi structured interviews were undertaken with key informants, namely local 

sports and other community groups and related service providers.  

 

5. Finally, a building survey was carried out in tandem with the research to assess the structural 

integrity, condition and potential of both St. Anne’s and the surrounding site. 

 

There were in total 96 responses to the survey, which represents a response rate – based on the 380 

households surveyed in the area - of 25%.5 This represents therefore one in every four households in the 

community. This is a more than satisfactory response rate for a community survey from which to draw valid 

conclusions as to needs. In addition, a further 32 households were interviewed by random sample, 

representing a potential coverage of up to 34% of all households in the area.6  

 

Finally, 22 key informants - representatives of community groups, clubs, statutory service providers etc., - 

were interviewed over the course of the research.7 

 

In terms of analysis, use was made of SPSS to analyse the data from the research and in particular the 

surveys. Additional analysis was also carried out using the online survey tool, SurveyMonkey. 

 

 

1.5 Research Limitations 

As in all research of this nature, the ideal approach would be to undertake a survey of all households in the 

catchment, that is achieving a 100% response rate.  

 

As this is statistically unlikely, in the present research a mix of methods was used to bolster the spread of the 

research and its representativeness among the local community. The primary research instrument, 

household survey, was delivered to each of the 380 households in the catchment.  Approximately 25% of 

households responded to the survey however the main limitation here centres on the extent to which the 

households who responded to the survey are truly representative of all households? The answers to this 

question - unlike national polls which can refer to Census data - is that we do not and cannot know how 

representative the respondents to the needs assessment are of the full community8.  

 

                                                 
5 It should be noted that only 95 responses were included in the analysis. One response was received after the data emerging from the household survey was being analysed. 
6 The use of the term ‘up to’ is appropriate here as some of the 31 households interviewed may have also returned a survey, there was no way to knowing this as the survey was 

anonymous though over the course of the interviews it became clear that a number of this group had also completed the household survey questionnaire. It is important to note in 

this regard that the household interviews had two purposes, firstly and mainly, to give more depth to the responses set on the survey alone and secondly, to widen the response 

overall and thus representativeness of the research data. In addition, the sum of 96 surveys and 32 interviews, 128, represents 54% of the 237 households listed on the Community 

Alert database for Ardclough held by the Community Council. 
7 For reasons of independence etc., members of Ardclough Community Council with exception of its chairperson were not interviewed unless they were nominated by their 

respective club or other community group or their household was chosen as part of the random sample. Members of ACC could of course respond, like all households resident in 

the parish, anonymously to the community survey. 
8 Unlike the national picture, there is no census statistical geographic unit which is a perfect fit over the Ardclough catchment; indeed the smallest areas available for analysis go 

across a number of parishes and parish boundaries.  

http://www.niallwattersresearch.ie/surveys.html
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To improve the validity of the household survey, a random sample of 50 households were chosen from the 

Community Alert listing of the area’s households. Although this is the most comprehensive available usable 

database of households, it nevertheless includes many addresses without telephone numbers which 

excluded them from the potential population of households that could be chosen for interview. In addition, 

this database comprised in total 237 households, which is less than the 380 houses identified within the 

boundaries of the research, and of these 237 households, 200 had telephone details.9 

 

Nevertheless, efforts were made in the choice of methodology to overcome or at least mitigate these 

limitations. The research, as noted earlier, delivered a survey to each household which was in turn promoted 

locally. Following this, interviews were held with firstly, a random sample of houses and secondly, a number 

of representatives of community groups and other statutory and voluntary stakeholders in community life in 

Ardclough. Each of these methods were structured around a number of key themes which in turn reflected 

the research aims which maintained a focus in the research on the key questions posed by it. 

 

In this way, it was possible to get a rounded and broad set of views. The findings documented in this report 

reflect the best and most comprehensive assessment of views and needs that is available and provides 

some robustness as to the validity and verity of the conclusions. Moreover, over the course of the research it 

was evident that a number of key themes were repeated in a range of responses from quite different 

sources in their profile, which again suggests that the research was identifying the key themes and needs 

evident among the thinking of members of and stakeholders in Ardclough. 

 

 

1.6 Report Structure 

This report is comprised of five chapters, including the present one. The following chapter, chapter two 

presents the findings of the survey of Ardclough’s households. The following chapter, three, presents the 

findings of the more in-depth interviews carried with a sample households located in Ardclough and drawn 

from the Community Alert List. Chapter four reveals the views and insights emerging from interviews carried 

out with community groups, clubs and various local ‘stakeholders’. Chapter five relates the findings of the 

research to the main aims of the research and provides a synthesis and discussion of the findings. This 

chapter also therefore draws together the main findings emerging from the research across each of the 

chapters in the form of conclusions and in turn sets out a series of recommendations for the future 

community use of St. Anne’s.  

 

                                                 
9 It should be noted also that a number of the telephone number set out on the community alert database were not functional and replacement cases, chosen again at random, 

were chosen in these instances. 
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2. Community Survey of Households 
 

 

2.1 Introduction 

This chapter presents the responses to the survey of households detailing their views in respect of the future 

use for the community of St. Anne’s National School. The chapter is structured according to the key themes 

of the respective questions set out on the survey. In short, the chapter begins with an outline of the profile of 

the responses (2.2), this is followed by a profile of the households who responded (2.3). The chapter turns 

then to explore their involvement in community/voluntary activities and other recreation pursuits in (2.4) and 

outside of Ardclough (2.5). Following this, the chapter turns to look at what responding households recorded 

as their preferences as to the community uses of St. Anne’s (2.6) which in turn is followed by a short section 

looking at additional views of St. Anne’s as a community resource (2.7). The chapter concludes with a brief 

summary of its findings (2.8). 

 

 

2.2 Location Profile of Responses 

There were in total 96 responses to the survey. Of this number, 80 were returned in hard copy and a further 

16 were completed online. The 96 responses represent a response rate of the surveyed households in the 

area (380) of 25%. In other words, one in every four houses was included in the survey responses, which - as 

stated above - is more than satisfactory for this type of research. 

 

 
Figure 2.1: Map of the Ardclough Survey Area 

 
Source: Google Maps 

 
The map above was that used for the purposes of the research. The blue line indicates the boundaries of 

the research area. Households located (by GPS using this map as the base reference) inside the blue line 

were circulated with a survey. In practice, the map was broken down into sections for various stages of the 

survey dissemination. 

 

The map below is a satellite version of the one above. 
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Figure 2.2: Satellite Map of the Ardclough Survey Area 

 
Source: Google Maps 

 

For the purposes of locating and understanding the responses, we have broken them down into ten areas 

which in turn is based on grouping the responses according to clusters of named areas rather than from 

equally sized (number of houses or geographic ground area etc.) locations. The named sub areas are taken 

from the headings used by the Community Council on its local Community Alert List. 

 

Table 2.1 below provides a breakdown of the responses. In viewing this, it should be kept in mind that each 

area differs according to the number of houses it contains and also the extent to which they are primarily 

rural and/or clustered housing. This will have an influence the potential maximum number of responses in 

each. 

 
Table 2.1: Location of responses 

Area % 

Bishopscourt 14% 

Boston Road Lower 5% 

Boston Road Upper 17% 

Canal – Baronrath 1% 

Canal – Henry Bridge End 1% 

Clownings 5% 

Kearneystown – Upper 10% 

Lishandra 10% 

Oughterard 5% 

Straffan Station to Triangle 8% 

Wheatfield 19% 

Whitechurch/Ballyhays 5% 

No. of responses: 8110 

 

This shows that just under one in five (19%) all the responses that gave an address were located in the 

Wheatfield area. This being the largest proportion of responses is not surprising when it is considered that this 

area includes the Wheatfield housing estate while other areas are generally populated by more sparsely 

populated one off housing. 

                                                 
10 14 of the responses did not include an address or the address was generic such as ‘Ardclough’ or the name of a house followed by ‘Ardclough’. Thus it was not possible to locate 

them in any one of the districts outlined. 
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17% of responses to the survey that provided addresses were from the general area of Boston Road Upper. 

In addition, 5% of responses were from the Boston Road Lower however it is was not always clear the extent 

to which the addresses can be clearly located on one or the other end of Boston Road. Taken together 

therefore, the responses from this area numbers 22% of all responses with addresses.  

 

The next largest proportionate area of responses was from Bishopscourt, 14% of all responses. This area is 

located adjacent to Boston Road in general terms.  

 

 

2.3  Household Profile 

This section presents the findings emerging from the survey which shed light on the make up or profile of 

those households who responded. This is important for showing us not only the make-up of survey sample 

but also for the remaining questions as it allows us to see the preferences that different types of households 

have. 
 

Table 2.2: Household profile 

How many adults and children (under 18) live in your household?  

Number 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7+ 

Adults (18 and over) 1% (1) 15.2% 

(14) 

65.2% (60) 8.7% (8) 7.6% (7) 0% (0) 2.2% (2) 0% (0) 

Children (17 and younger) 51.7% 

(46) 

10.1% 

(9) 

20.2% (18) 13.5% (12) 2.2% (2) 2.2% (2) 0% (0) 0% (0) 
No. of responses: Adults 92, Children 89 

 

The table above reveals that just under two thirds of respondent households (65.2%) contain two adults over 

18 years. This is by far the largest proportion. It is followed in 15.2% of responses by one adult, by 3 and 4 

adults respectively in 8.7% and 7.6% of households. Together these account for 97% of responses. 
 

In terms of children (those aged 17 or under), the largest proportions of households, 51.7% or just over one in 

two, are those that report containing no children. This is itself is a significant finding and suggests that the 

area is relatively mature and settled. This is a central theme of the responses and is evident throughout the 

research.  

 

The next highest proportion of households (20.2%) report 2 children, 13.5% report three children and 10.1% 

reveal one child under 17 resident in the household. Thus, it should be noted that 48% of households contain 

children 17 or under and of the all households, 38% have two children or more as members. 

 
Figure 2.2: How long has your household been established in Ardclough 

 
No. of responses: 94 
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Figure 2.2 above reveals the length of time households report being resident in Ardclough. The largest 

proportion, 56.8%, report living in Ardclough for more than 20 years. This again suggests that the area is well 

established and ageing in demographic terms. 28.4%, the next highest proportion, of the responses comes 

from those households living in the area for between 11 and 20 years. 12.6% of respondents indicate that 

they have lived in Ardclough for between 6 and 10 years. Just 2% of households report living in the area for 

between one and five years. 

 

Looking at the relevance of these responses to household size and the variance between adults and 

children therein, this shows that those who have lived in the area for more than 20 years were those 

households who are more likely not to have any children in their households (83% compared to 52% for all 

households). Conversely, 68% of households that have lived in Ardclough for between 11 and 20 years were 

likely to have children 17 and under, and this rose to 100% for those households living in Ardclough for 10 

years or less. This suggests overall that the area has a large well-established and relatively mature 

population but with large cohort families with children nevertheless. 

 

 

2.4 Involvement in Community and Voluntary Activities and Other Activities IN Ardclough 

The logic of this question was to explore the various activities, recreation and related pursuits that 

households currently took part within the Ardclough community. The text of the question asked if anyone 

member of the household ‘actively and routinely participate’ in a community group, voluntary body, club, 

recreation or leisure group and so forth. The reasoning here is to examine what people in the area avail of in 

this context and develop an understanding of the baseline of current provision and gaps in provision in the 

context of the future use of St. Anne’s.  

 

Figure 2.3 below shows that for just over two thirds of the respondents (67%) at least one household member 

takes an active part in a community/voluntary group, a club or other form of recreation inside of 

Ardclough. 33% of households responding to the survey suggest that no household members take part in 

the relevant activities or pursuits within the surrounding community. 
 

Figure 2.3: Household member’s participation in community, voluntary, recreation and related activities IN Ardclough. 

 
No. of responses: 95 

 

The length of time living in Ardclough did not seem to influence the responses one way or the other with 

roughly two thirds of those living in Ardclough for between 6 and 10, 11 and 20 and over 20 years 

respectively indicating that they participated in activities in the area. This is an indication of a well spread 

level of community involvement and probably therefore community ‘spirit’. 

 



   P a g e  | 12 

 

 

The Future Community Use of St. Anne’s National School, Ardclough 

Ardclough Community Council 

  www.niallwattersresearch.ie 

In respect of these 67.4% (64) of households who indicated one or more of their members took part in 

community/voluntary activities IN Ardclough, Table 2.4 below outlines the main activity categories or 

themes cited by this group of households as that activity. In reading the table it should be kept in mind that 

between them these 64 households gave 109 different responses as to the activities they take part in. In 

other words, many households take part in more than one of these types of activities in Ardclough. 

 
Table 2.4: Activities  

Activity % 

GAA 33% 

Community Council 13% 

Golf Society 8% 

Drama Group 6% 

Tidy Towns 6% 

Various Leisure 5% 

School 5% 

Residents’ Association 5% 

Other  
(Comprised of miscellaneous activities less than 5% respectively 

including  the Art Group, Choir, other Music, Church related 

activities etc.) 

19% 

No. of responses: 109 

 

As the table shows one third of those households who take part in a community related activity in 

Ardclough cite the local GAA club. This includes a family member playing one or more of football, hurling or 

camogie, social membership, membership of various committees, and so forth. The importance, use and 

value of Ardclough GAA club are clear in this finding and its central role is a recurring theme seen in the 

research. 

 

Following the GAA, 13% of relevant households here cited membership or playing a role in the Community 

Council. This is a large number and perhaps reflects the nature of the present research and not least the 

fact that it was commissioned by ACC, however it does demonstrate the relative reach of the Community 

Council in the area.  

 

8% of respondent households indicated their membership of the Golf Society and a further 6% cited their 

role in the Drama Group. The Tidy Towns was cited by 6% of households and in a manner this is related also 

to the work of the Community Council. 5% of households suggested a member’s role in various fitness 

activities (fitness and Zuma etc.), the existing management and parent’s council of St. Anne’s National 

School and local Resident’s Associations respectively. 

 

At lower proportions - represented as ‘Other’ on the table - activities such as the local art group, choir, 

church activities, bowls, pantomime, and music lessons were also mentioned. 

 

In addition to the activities listed above, other activities cited by one or two households included the 

following: local sewerage schemes, bereavement groups, badminton, local political party structures, cards 

club, farmers groups, badminton and the community games. 

 

One of the interesting findings also is the large overlap between activities in a significant number of 

households. In this regard, most of the responding households cited participation in more than one activity 

type. 

 

 

2.5 Involvement in Community and Voluntary Activities and Other Activities OUTSIDE Ardclough 

In contrast to section 2.4, this part of the research explored the proportion of Ardclough’s households – or 

more precisely those that responded to the survey – which has one or more members that participate in 

activities outside of the immediate area. Figure 2.4 below illustrates that over half of households (55%) 

include one or more persons who participates in these activities and pursuits outside of Ardclough. Just 

under half (45%) of households do not take part in activities outside of the local area. It is not possible to 

know for certain, but this does beg the question of the proportion of households at present who do not take 

part in or avail of community activities in the local area or at all, which based on the findings could be as 

high as one third of households responding to the survey and be extension in terms of those who did not 
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respond to the survey, this figure could be higher still. Again, this point will be returned to in subsequent 

chapters. 

 

The activities cited here include sports and fitness such as swimming (12%), gyms (8%), rugby (6%), tennis 

(5%), golf (5%), soccer (4%), and gymnastics (3%), with smaller numbers referring to martial arts, canoeing, 

hockey and cricket.  

 

About 10% of households responding to this question suggested various activities for children - such as 

mother and toddler groups (4%) - and for older young people such as youth clubs, youth cafes and 

scouting type groups (6%). This is particularly interesting point as this area is cited as a particular need further 

on in the research and this suggests that there is de factor need on the ground. 

 

Non-sports or children’s based activities suggested encompassed membership of social and civic groups 

including charities (6%), adult education (4%), a wide range of pursuits such as bridge, 

historical/archaeological societies, dancing, art and so forth in smaller numbers.  

 

In the case of a good proportion of the activities cited here, they are usually located in towns nearby to 

Ardclough such as Celbridge or related to places of work or study. 

 
Figure 2.4: Household member’s participation in community, voluntary, recreation and related activities OUTSIDE Ardclough. 

 
No. of responses: 95 

 

In contrast with activities IN Ardclough, there was some variance in the responses by a household’s length of 

time living in the area: households established for more than 20 years were less likely on the whole than 

those established less than twenty years to take part in activities outside of Ardclough. This may reflect the 

age of those in more well established households and hence the need for localised activities and also the 

presence or not of children in the household and the greater variety of activities for children outside of 

Ardclough generally than within. 

 

2.6 Type of Services/Amenities to be provided in St. Anne’s – building and grounds 

This is perhaps the core part of the survey aspect of the research. In short, this asked each household across 

a range of generic themes to indicate the type of service or/and amenities they would most like to see 
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provided in St. Anne’s National School. By St. Anne’s, reference in the questions posed was made to the 

existing building and also it’s grounds or site. 

 

The themes provided for households to choose from and some examples of the type of activities therein set 

out on the survey questionnaire were the following:11 

 

1. Outdoor Sport, e.g.: tennis etc. 

2. Outdoor Recreation, e.g.: community garden, bike hire etc. 

3. Indoor Sports, e.g.: badminton, Pilates, fitness etc. 

4. Indoor Recreation, e.g.: meetings, activities, groups, bridge etc. 

5. Culture & Heritage, e.g.: heritage centre, exhibitions etc. 

6. Arts & Drama, e.g.: art exhibitions, drama, musical performances etc. 

7. Social Services, e.g.: public health nurse, citizen’s information centre etc. 

8. Childcare/Crèche, e.g.: mother and toddler group, playground etc. 

9. Adult & Further Education/Training, e.g.: adult education classes, training, hobby classes etc. 

10. Other: option left open for household to input. 

 

In each case, space was provided for the household in enter the specific activity or amenity they had in 

mind. In other words, the examples given were not prescriptive or close ended. It should be noted that 

additional information was also gathered in this context through the household interviews and stakeholder 

consultation explored in the following chapters. 

 
Figure 2.5: Household suggestions for type of amenities/services to be provided in St. Anne’s. 

 
 

No. of responses: 95 

 

The largest proportion of households responding to the survey, 71.9%, indicated a preference for Adult and 

Further Education of one of variety or another to be provided in St. Anne’s in terms of its future community 

use. This is a significant proportion and is some 14 percentage points higher than the next largest 

preference. 

                                                 
11 A number of variations on the survey were provided at the outset some with less and more detail in terms of specific options etc. Members of the sub- committee, or executive 

management team overseeing this research for ACC pilot tested a number of versions of the survey to arrive at one that was deemed most practicable and hence become of the 

template for the survey used in practice. 
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58% of households indicated Childcare/Crèche as their preference for a future community use of St. Anne’s. 

This again is significant proportion and is recurring theme. Though it should be noted that this covers a broad 

range of possible uses or activities. 

 

The next (third) highest proportion of respondents suggested a preference for Arts and Drama, 

approximately half of responses. This is followed in 47.9% of households responding by a preference for 

Indoor Recreation. 45.8% of households suggest some aspect of Social Services as their choice of provision 

for community benefit in St. Anne’s. A similar proportion, 43.8% respectively, indicated a preference for both 

Culture and Heritage, and Outdoor Recreation. 

 

Around a third of households suggested one or more type of Indoor and Outdoor Sports. 

 

Thus the responses can be understood in four bands of strength of household preferences: firstly, over 70% of 

households cited Adult and Further Education/Training for St. Anne’s; second 58% preferred a 

Childcare/Crèche type provision to be situated in/on the St. Anne’s site; third, a cluster of responses varied 

at between 50 and 44% of households responding suggested Arts/Drama, Indoor Recreation, Social Services 

provision, Culture/Heritage and/or Outdoor Recreation; finally, about one in three of the responding 

households indicated a preference for Outdoor or Indoor Sports. 

 

Taken together these give a good insight to the type of activities, services or amenities that the households 

in Ardclough would ideally like to see provided through the aegis of St. Anne’s as a future community 

facility/resource. 

 

In addition, as the percentage responses make clear, the majority of households made a number of 

choices simultaneously across the various types of activities and this underlines the need for a multi-purpose 

provision or use of St. Anne’s in the future. In short, households had more than one preference. 

 

In terms of the demographics of who was more likely to opt for one community use over another etc., some 

interesting findings emerge. It should be kept in mind that those who lived in the area for more than 20 years 

were less likely to have children under 17, conversely the opposite is true namely those living in Ardclough 

for less than 20 years were more likely to have one or more children 17 or under living in their household. 

 

As one might expect, households established in the area for less than 20 years were more likely than the 

overall measure to opt for Outdoor Sports. Those households established in the area for 20 years or longer 

were less likely to opt for Outdoor Sports as a result. A similar trend is evident in the case of Indoor Sports. 

 

Those living in the area for longer than 20 years revealed similar measures to the overall one for Outdoor 

Recreation, which was higher still for those in the 11-20 years category and lower than overall for those living 

in the area less than 10 years. 

 

Indoor Recreation however differed in its trend which was more likely to be chosen as their preference by 

those living in the area for 20 years or more and less likely than overall for those resident in Ardclough for less 

than 20 years. This trend also rang true for Culture and Heritage. 

 

For Arts and Drama, those in the 11 to 20 year category revealed a higher rate of preference than overall, it 

was similar to overall for the 20 year plus category and lower than overall for those living in Ardclough for 10 

years or less. 

 

Turning to Social Services, interestingly the proportionate preference rates were highest (higher than overall) 

for those living in the area for 1 to 5 years and for 20 years or more, the latter category contains the bulk of 

the area’s households. It was lower than average for the 11-20 age category. This perhaps reflects the 

perceptions and reality of needs for older persons. 

 

A roughly similar trend is seen in the case of childcare. The preferences are lowest in the 11-20 year 

category and higher than overall in the 20 years or more cohorts. This is interesting and perhaps reflects a 

life stage where grand-children are present in the extended family or an appreciation of the number of 
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children attending the local school. It is however difficult to be certain without more in-depth investigation 

which is outside of the scope of the present research. 

 

Finally, Adult and Further Education/Training is chosen in higher proportions for those in the 20 year plus and 

1 to 6 year cohorts. It is lower than overall in the 11-20 year category. 

 

Most of the above is a reflection of the age of persons that comprise households in each category and 

what their life stage requirements maybe. It reflects interests, free time availability, integration with 

community institutions, work status, the presence of younger children or not and so on. It does also reflect 

what we would typically expect: more established households in longevity terms tend to be older and are 

less likely to choose sports and outdoor pursuits and more likely to reveal a preference for indoor activities. 

This trend tends to reverse as the age of the household decreases as one would expect. The exceptions 

however are evident in the case of Social Services and Childcare. 

 

Figure 2.6 below illustrates household preferences across each of the categories for day or night time 

provision in St. Anne’s. 

 
Figure 2.6: Preferences for day and night time provision of activities, services amenities etc. in St. Anne’s 

 
No. of responses: 95 

 

Table 2.6 above shows the breakdown between the proportions of responses for each activity 

type/category in terms of the preferences for day or night time provision times. It should be kept in mind 

that a large number of respondents indicated both a day and night time response. This is most evident 

where there are significant day and night proportions displayed for individual categories and hence why 

the sum of day and night preference percentages exceeds 100% in each case. 

 

As noted earlier, the activity category suggested for St. Anne’s which garnered the most support amongst 

survey households was Adult and Further Education/Training and three quarters opted for night time 

provision 58% opted for day time. 
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The table reveal firstly that a large majority of respondents who cited Social Services (84%) and 

Childcare/Crèche (88%) generally favoured day time provision, which is to be expected given the nature of 

these service types.  

 

In keeping with this trend, unsurprisingly, the proportions opting for a day time provision of Outdoor 

Recreation and Outdoor Sports was also considerable, 72% and 83% respectively: for these in that order, 

31% and 44% opted for night time. In these cases, while the majority would like to see night time provision of 

these, a significant minority indicated preferences for day time. 

 

In the case of Indoor Sports, a slightly higher proportion opted for night time (72%) as opposed to day time 

(63%), though the differences are not definitive. In similarity, for Arts and Drama 71% opted for night time 

activities and 58% for day time provision, indicating slight preference over all for night times but again a 

large proportion suggesting days also. A similar trend is seen for Indoor Recreation, with around three 

quarters (76%) opting for days and two thirds (63%) suggestion night time. 

 

Indeed, the choice for provision at day or night time is relatively evenly split in the case of Culture and 

Heritage with 62% suggesting day time and 55% nights. 

 

What is interesting about some of these findings is they give a sense of what the needs may be at times 

when the adjacent GAA club is not open, for instance during week days. They also show conclusively in 

some cases a preference for night or day time provision for some categories of services, amenities and so 

on. 

 

The generic category of ‘other’, indicated by 25% of responding households, was heavily supported for day 

time use of St. Anne’s (71%). Of course, this begs the question of what ‘other’ refers to.  

 

The next part of this section explores the written responses that households made. The general heading for 

each type of amenity or service suggested contains a range of possibilities in respect of types and 

categories and choices and so forth. Although some examples were given, as noted above, for each 

possible choice category, space was provided in the questionnaire for households to specify what they had 

in mind in making their respective choices. This gives a greater sense of the thinking of households in their 

respective choices. Each of the themes is explored below in terms of the specific activities cited by 

households under each in their responses.  

 

Adult and Further Education/Training 

There was naturally a wide array of suggestions made by respondents under this heading. Firstly, a number 

of responses suggested that the VEC should, could play an integral part in St. Anne’s in its life under 

community ownership. This in of itself points to the range of classes that the VEC can provide under its 

community and adult education remit. Secondly, the areas most often cited were computer classes, 

cookery, general hobbies, Irish and other languages, gardening and some form of knitting, embroidery and 

so forth. Fewer mentions were seen in the cases of first aid, arts and crafts, creative writing, self-defence, 

enterprise/business start-up, and finally, school grinds and study classes.  
 

Childcare/Crèche 

Three specific aspects here each received about 7/8 mentions each: the first is the provision of preschool or 

playschool for under 4s; second, a mother and toddler group that would include a social aspect for parents 

and; third, a playground. Crèche was also mentioned in lesser numbers but in childcare terms this differs 

from a preschool in the sense that it deals with children of all ages up to 4 including under 1s and is half day 

or full day, needs depending. Along with these suggestions, some comments were made directly by those 

who would oppose this type of provision in St. Anne’s: one view felt that it would provide mainly for people 

from outside of Ardclough and the second, felt that the insurance costs of such amenities or services would 

be prohibitive. 
 

Arts and Drama 

Under this heading, the main suggestion evident in the responses was for St. Anne’s to be used for holding 

Art Exhibitions from time to time. One comment suggested this could show-case local artists. In addition, a 

number of responses suggested that small scale drama and musical performances could take place or 
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rehearse in the building. Some also indicated that the building could be used for Arts and Drama workshops 

for children of the area. Single mentions were made regarding a meeting place for the local art and drama 

group, the giving of guest lectures, speech and drama, musical drama and as a centre/studio for the use 

by local artists  
 

Indoor Recreation 

The main suggestions stated under this category of possible uses were an active retirement social 

setting/club for elderly members of the community, a venue to play cards including Bridge and a place for 

local groups to hold meetings. Following these albeit in less numbers were suggestions such as Chess, 

Scouting, activities for young people such as youth club, and, a women’s centre. Single suggestions ranged 

from a location for a film club, pool and snooker, to adult ‘keep fit’. 

 

Social Services 

Social services in this context was characterised in the survey questionnaire by the examples of firstly public 

health nurse and secondly, citizen’s information centre. These were to show what was deemed practical in 

terms of the provision of such services in Ardclough. Given this, it was not surprising that most of those who 

responded indicated a preference for a public health nursing facility to be provided in St. Anne’s. There was 

no sense that for most of those responding this was seen to be a full time endeavour. In other cases, while 

no reference was made to public health nursing, the services suggested (blood pressure, blood samples, 

children’s ‘check ups’, injections etc.) would typically come under the ambit of a public health nurse. It is 

worth noting that some respondents underlined the importance of having these services provided locally for 

older residents who may not be able to commute as easily to Naas and other centres. Citing older persons 

as beneficiary also, a lower number of households suggested the provision of citizens information as another 

possible use for St. Anne’s, again on a part time basis. Some responses suggested under this heading of 

Social Services provision of some form for a social outlet for older persons in the community, while this may fit 

more appropriately under the Indoor Recreation heading above, it is nevertheless instructive of the type of 

thinking being applied here: use of the old school for the benefit of older resident is persistent theme in the 

research findings, as we will see in the following chapters also. There were a few more detailed suggestions 

around GP services, physiotherapy and so forth, but these were single responses. Finally, two comments (a 

small minority) made references to the feasibility of such services given the limited population of Ardclough 

and the public funding climate in contemporary Ireland. 

 

Culture and Heritage 

A number of surveys suggested that St. Anne’s could be used as a heritage centre. Generally, the 

comments suggest that the building might house a centre which informs and celebrates the rich local 

history of Ardclough. In line with this, further suggestions stated that the building could be the location of 

exhibitions on local history, guest lectures and speakers and various exhibitions. A few responses elaborated 

and pointed to the possibility of the area’s young people becoming involved in local history and heritage 

through St. Anne’s having a heritage function. Apart from local history and social heritage, mention was 

also made of the local environment and its flora and fauna as another aspect of information about local 

heritage. 

 

Outdoor Recreation 

Under this heading, the comments made in the surveys provided a rich set of suggestions. Chief among 

these (and also cited as example in the survey) was a community garden. Most of responses were general 

here, however some divided as to whether a community garden would contain flowers etc. or vegetables. 

In the latter case, reference was made to a market garden. However, there was consensus around the 

communal nature of such a garden in the form of allotments. In tandem, a number of responses suggested 

a shed or in the parlance of the responses, ‘a man shed’. A significant number of households responding 

here also suggested that the outdoor area of St. Anne’s could be turned into some form of Commun ity Park, 

with benches for seating and so on. Following these two main responses here, a smaller number suggested 

that the site of the old school might be used to house bicycles for use or hire by locals and visitors alike. 

Others suggested that site may through a shed contain fishing equipment which could also be used by 

locals and visitors to the area. Finally, a few responses suggested a skate park for young people or other 

activities for young people. In this regard, although not sitting naturally within this category, a number of 

responses suggested that any use of the site as a community park would benefit from the building of 
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children’s playground. In similarity to the earlier mention of community use of St. Anne’s for older members 

of the community, provision for children is another trend that is evident across the research. 

 

Outdoor Sports 

Under this heading, the vast majority of those explicitly responding suggested that the site to St. Anne’s 

should be used for Tennis. Mention was made of the possibility of purchasing a used surface from nearby 

Celbridge Tennis Club. It was suggested that Tennis in other locations is often costly. Nevertheless, Tennis was 

set out in the survey questionnaire as an example and this may have influenced the large number of 

preferences for Tennis. However, it was examined as a possible outdoor sport in the construction of the 

survey. The other outdoor sports mentioned but in lesser numbers than Tennis were: Soccer, Hockey, Bowls, 

Basketball, Rugby and an outdoor gym of the type seen in public parks in Dublin for instance. 

 

Indoor Sports 

The main suggestions made here centred on fitness classes and activities. Mentioned in the responses were 

Pilates, yoga, dancing etc. There was also mention of table tennis etc., for young people. Comments were 

also made about avoiding duplication with activities (Badminton, Zuma etc.) currently provided in the GAA 

club. 

 

Other 

On the survey questionnaire, a space was provided for households to indicate other uses they envisaged for 

St. Anne’s. Firstly, much of what was written here was set out above under different categories, these are 

not repeated here. Although the responses were lower in proportionate terms than others, some of the main 

suggestions made centred on: a social outlet for older persons; activities related to the canal such as 

canoeing; a café or coffee shop for general use but also for after church and other events; dressing rooms 

for Ardclough GAA club; some form of commemorative place for residents who have passed on; and, a 

display centre for local enterprises and businesses. 

 

 

2.7 Additional Views Emerging 

At the end of the household survey, space was provided for respondents to set out any additional views 

that they had on the future community use of St. Anne’s. This is normally an important part of a survey such 

as the present one as it affords wider views, explanations, additional information and clarifications to 

emerge which may not have been caught by the body of the survey and moreover, may only have come 

to the respondent over the course of completing the survey. Thus the various comments set out make for 

interesting reading:12  

 

 Older people: in keeping with a number of earlier suggestions, the use of St Anne’s for the benefit of 

older persons was a theme evident here. 

 Multi-purpose use: a consensus was evident from a set of responses that the old school (building and 

site) should have multiple and parallel community uses for difference groupings and at a wide spread 

of times – day, nights and weekends.  

 Financial Sustainability: worries were expressed in the responses about the capacity within the 

community in terms of demand/use and management to maintain St. Anne’s. One important factor 

was a question over what would pay for the upkeep and running of the centre. In this respect, 

suggestions were made for an economically sustainable usage of St. Anne’s. 

 Focal Point of Ardclough: it was felt that once St. Anne’s comes into community 

ownership/management, it should become the de facto centre and focal point of Ardclough Village. 

 Ardclough GAA: a range of comments were made about eh relationship of St. Anne’s and the local 

GAA club. Paramount here was concerns that St. Anne’s would not duplicate or undermine the current 

activities and provision of the GAA club. However, it was also felt that the GAA club is at the ‘centre of 

the community and not a community centre’, or in other words, it does not open during the day and is 

not dedicated solely for community uses. A related point made here also is that many residents in 

Ardclough have no involvement with the local GAA club and can feel excluded from the community 

as a result and for this reason St. Anne’s should function as a community centre to add value and 

complement the activities of the GAA club. 

                                                 

12
 
Again, a number of comments reiterated what was discussed above and by and large these are not repeated. 
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 Ardclough Resident’s Use: finally, some respondents believed that the ultimate community use of St. 

Anne’s should be for local residents only and its usage should be dictated by the needs of the area’s 

residents. 

 

2.8 Conclusion 

This chapter has explored the responses and hence findings emerging from the survey of households, which 

was a central pillar in research of the future community use of St. Anne’s National School. Over one in four 

households responded to the survey and the responses are relatively well spread out in geographic terms 

through the research areas. Taken together, these suggest that the findings are a good reflection of the 

views of the community.  

 

The chapter began by presenting a profile of those who responded to the survey. Firstly, this revealed that 

roughly half of the households comprise children aged 17 years or younger and just over half do not contain 

children. This differs from the national profile nationally and suggests the area is the location of relatively 

settled and maturing households. This was further evidenced by the length of time households responding to 

the survey have been established in Ardclough: 57% have been there for 20 years or more, and over 75% 

have been resident in the community for more than 11 years. 

 

In terms of active involvement in community activities with Ardclough, two thirds of the respondent 

households have a member who takes part in a community/voluntary group, a club or other form of 

recreation inside the area. This is a high proportion by most standards however, it remains that one in three 

households do not participate in community activities of this type. The main community activity cited was 

involvement at one or more levels in Ardclough GAA, which reflects its important role in the community life 

of the area. Lower proportions were involved in the Community Council and one or more local group or 

association. Many of the responses revealed participation in more than one local/community activity or 

group. 

 

Just over half of responding households also indicated that they took part in community and related 

recreational activities outside of Ardclough. These activities included swimming and various sports. One in 

ten households left the community to participate in activities for children and young people which are not 

available in Ardclough. In keeping with this latter point, the survey showed that households established for 

more than 20 years in Ardclough (who are less likely to have children) were also that were less likely to 

participate in such activities outside of Ardclough. 

 

The centrepiece of the chapter was the respondent’s preferences and suggestions for the future 

community use of St. Anne’s National School, in other words, the school building and its site. The following 

table presents the proportion of survey respondents who indicated preferences for the respective area of 

activity, the examples suggested and their preferences for day or night time provision. 

 

Type of Activity Examples 

% 

Proportion 

Supporting 

Day 

Preference 

Night 

Preference 

Adult & Further Education/Training 
VEC to be centrally involved; computers; cookery, languages, 

gardening and other hobbies,  
72% 58% 75% 

Childcare/Crèche 
Pre/play school for under 4s, mother and toddler group, 

playground. 
58% 88% 14% 

Arts & Drama 

Art exhibition, facilitate local artists, drama and musical 

performances and rehearsing, related workshops for children 

and young people. 

50% 58% 71% 

Indoor Recreation 
Active retirement, social outlet for older persons, cards/bridge, 

meeting place for local groups and associations. 
48% 63% 76% 

Social Services 
Public health nursing, citizen’s information, provision for older 

persons. 
46% 84% 16% 

Culture & Heritage 
Local history, heritage and the environment; exhibitions and 

guest lectures. 
44% 62% 55% 

Outdoor Recreation 

Community garden/allotments, community park and play 

area, community shed and storage for outdoor activities such 

as biking, outdoor area for young people. 

44% 77% 31% 

Outdoor Sports Tennis, Hockey, Bowls, Soccer, Outdoor Gym. 38% 83% 44% 

Indoor Sports Fitness, Yoga, Pilates and table tennis. 33% 66% 72% 

 

The preferences can be understood according to four bands of preference weighting: 
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1. Nearly three quarters of (72%) of households cited Adult and Further Education/Training for St. 

Anne’s. There was a desire expressed for daytime and night time use with 75% indicating a 

preference for nights and 58% for days. 

2. The next highest proportions of preferences, 58%, suggested Childcare/Crèche type provision to be 

situated in/on the St. Anne’s site. The vast majority of these cited day time provision. 

3. A cluster of responses varied at between 50% and 44% of households responding suggested 

Arts/Drama, Indoor Recreation, Social Services provision, Culture/Heritage and/or Outdoor 

Recreation. All barring Social Services were broadly evenly spread between provision at night and 

day time with a majority for days and nights and slight general preference for night times. In the 

case of Social Services, the overwhelming preference seen was for day times. 

4. About one in three of the responding households indicated a preference for Outdoor or Indoor 

Sports. There was considerable support for day and night time in the case of Indoor Sports with a 

larger preference evident for day time provision of Outdoor Sports. 

 

The findings reveal also that a high number of households had multiple preferences, underlining the 

importance of multi-purpose use of St. Anne’s. 

 

The chapter shows that responses and preferences reflect the age and makeup of households. Therein, it 

shows that the longer a household is established, its members tend to be older and are less likely to choose 

sports and outdoor pursuits and more likely to reveal a preference for indoor activities. This trend tends to 

reverse as the age of the household decreases and includes a greater number of children aged 17 and 

younger. However, the notable exceptions to this trend are evident in the case of Social Services and 

Childcare. 

 

Finally, households set out additional views on future community use of the old school; these can be 

condensed into a number of indicative themes, namely: 

- Older people should be a priority; 

- As noted above, St. Anne’s should be multi-functional and multi-purpose as a community centre; 

- An emphasis should be placed on the sound and sustainable financial running of the old school; 

- It should become a focus point for the Ardclough community; 

- It should not duplicate or displace activities currently provided for by Ardclough GAA club but 

should complement these activities for the good of the community and those community members, 

a minimum of one third of the surveyed households, who do not avail of the GAA club or other 

community activities; 

- A premium ought to be placed on the use of St. Anne’s by Ardclough residents in the first instance. 

 

Overall, this part of the research report provides a good sense of the preferences held by the households 

surveyed. The next chapter explores the views of the representative sample of households who took part in 

the telephone interviews. 
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3. Views and Insights from Interviews with a Sample of Ardclough Households 
 

 

3.1 Introduction 

This chapter (and the following chapter 4) will be shorter than the preceding chapter. As the title suggest, 

this chapter explores the findings of interviews held with an adult from 32 Ardclough households chosen at 

random from ACC’s Community Alert List. A significant minority of those interviewed did not complete a 

survey questionnaire discussed in the previous chapter and in this sense this widens further the reach of the 

research and includes residents that might otherwise not had their views recorded in the findings. 

 

This chapter is structured around the following sections: 

3.2 Profile of Respondents 

3.3 Preferences and suggestion for Community Services/Amenities to be provided in St. Anne’s 

3.4 Other feasible Community/Voluntary activities/services required in Ardclough 

3.5 Conclusion 

 

 

3.2 Profile of Respondents  

At the start of the various interviews, interviewees (household adult) were asked to indicate firstly how long 

they have lived in Ardclough and secondly, what the adult/child make up of their household is. 

 

Turning to the first question, 60% of the respondents have lived in the area for more than 20 years, and a 

further 20% have lived in Ardclough for between 11 and 20 years. Added together, this totals 80% with the 

remaining 20% having lived in the community for less than 11 years. This generally equates with the outcome 

of the survey which showed that 85% and 15% had lived in the area for more and less than 10 years 

respectively.  

 

Secondly, in term of children under 17 in the household, 44% of households interviewed had no children and 

a majority 56% had one or more children in this age range. This differs from the survey which recorded 

corresponding measures of 52% and 48% however the differences are not so great as to say that the 

households who are interviewed differ markedly from the survey. 

 

Overall, we can assume that the households chosen by random sample and agreeing to undertake the 

survey are not completely dissimilar to those responding to the survey. In the concluding chapter, additional 

reference will be made to the general population of young people in the area as recorded in the opening 

chapter. 

 

 

3.3 Preferences and suggestion for Community Services/Amenities to be provided in St. Anne’s  

This section examines the views of the interviewees as to their thoughts, insights and preferences on the 

future community use of the old school and where relevant the reasoning they use to arrive at their answers. 

In reading the responses, it should be kept in mind that we are referring to both the school building and site 

on which it is located. 

 

In undertaking the interviews, the interviewees were not prompted with categories to fit their suggestions 

into or endorse as their choice. In this respect, the categories while containing similar suggestion to the 

previous chapter will not be coded in the same manner. In this way the research will evolve its 

understanding of the views of Ardclough’s residents toward a synthesis in the concluding chapter. 

 

Collectively, there were about 100 suggestions made across the various interviews. Some interviewees may 

have made one suggestion and others put forward a longer list of ideas. They are condensed below into 

some of the core broad themes evident.  

 

The preference suggested by the largest number focused on St. Anne’s to be the site of adult and further 

education/training classes. This of course reflects the findings seen in the survey. Some of the thinking put 

forward in tandem with this choice referred to formal education, literacy, hobby classes and provision for 

both adults and children. In the case of children, it referred to additional support for their formal education 

and also various hobbies. It was also felt that educational type classes would also serve as an important 

revenue source for the old school. 
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A large number of interviewees focused on the site of St. Anne’s. For this group of respondents, suggestions 

included the development of a community park with seating, a community garden with allotments and 

finally the development of a playground on part of the site for children. Reference was also made in terms 

of the use of the outdoors area of St. Anne’s to markets and summer festivals. 

 

A similar number of suggestions/preferences focused on the building itself. Here reference was made to 

broad uses such as a community centre, a ‘drop in’ centre, and so on. This group of respondents saw such a 

facility as having catering facilities for both food and coffee/tea, perhaps a Café and with access to 

information through computers and internet. Finally, a smaller cohort made reference here to library 

facilities. 

 

Unlike the survey, the interviews with households facilitated a more subjective strand of thinking about how 

best St. Anne’s could be put to community use. For instance, a large number of those interviewed believed 

that as a community facility it should seek to serve the more vulnerable members of the community and 

those with specific needs. Social groups cited most often here were - in line with earlier findings - older 

persons and to a lesser extent mention was also made of unemployed persons and the less able by virtue of 

illness or lack of transport and so forth. 

 

A fifth major set of responses suggested the old school should be used to provide for young children and 

their parents through a pre/playschool and/or mother and toddler group. Again, this is in keeping with the 

findings seen in survey discussed in the previous chapter. It was noticeable in this context however that few 

if any of those interviewed suggested a formal, full day crèche which perhaps reflects the realities of 

insurance, regulation requirements and a sustainable market. 

 

The final major theme evident in response to this question is related to some of the earlier themes and 

referred to a range of indoor activities for the community such as meetings of groups and associations, the 

holding of events including one off social ones, such as Xmas festivals, celebrations and so on. 

 

The above represent the types of use that garnered the most support from households in the interviews. 

However, references were also made to facets that could easily sit within one or more of these. Among 

these were: services and activities for young people such as youth café/club, scouts; public health and 

citizens information services; fitness activities and classes; and arts and heritage activities. 

 

Accompanying the preferences, and in similarity to the previous chapter, a number of more general 

comments were made which can be understood as principles that interviewees felt should be considered 

as St. Anne’s moves toward community use/management. The main points of consensus in these are the 

following:13 

- St. Anne’s should be well run and maintained and this required a small number of committed local 

volunteers with an emphasis on retaining an income stream for its running. 

- It should be capable of multiple purposes 

- It should build on what people are already doing such as attending church and other activities. 

- The community use of St. Anne’s should not undermine or duplicate what is being provided through 

the GAA club presently. In this regard, it should seek to complement and add value to the 

community and those that currently do not benefit from the GAA club and the activities that are 

accommodated there. 

 

 

3.4 Other feasible Community/Voluntary activities/services required in Ardclough 

Unlike the previous question put to interviewed households, this question looked to move beyond what 

residents would ideally like to be provided in St. Anne’s for the community and to consider instead what is 

required in the community in terms of being feasible. This provided a second opportunity for residents to 

suggest ideas for the use of the old school but also in theory to think more practically. 

 

The number of suggestions made overall reduced significantly in the interviews from those provided for the 

previous question as one would expect, however, there was a sense that some of the thinking was more 

crystallised. In this regard, the following were the main areas referred to as needed in Ardclough and 

deemed feasible in the context of the community use of St. Anne’s: 

- Adult education, leisure and hobby classes 

                                                 
13 One or two of those interviewed were negative about the use of St. Anne’s and felt it would result in its falling into disrepair. It should be acknowledged that this very point is one 

of the motivations of ACC in looking to utilise St. Anne’s for community use and hence the commissioning of the present research. 
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- Something for small children with particular reference to a playground 

- Some form of localised health services e.g. public health nurse etc. 

- Community garden or park 

- Activities and provision for young people such as scouts and making use of the location of St. Anne’s 

to other amenities such as the canal etc. 

 

What is particularly interesting about these points is their general agreement with those made earlier. 

 

3.5 Conclusion 

This chapter has presented the views, insights and suggestions of a range of Ardclough’s households chosen 

at random for interview, who as group were broadly reflective of those who responded to the survey also. 

 

The suggestions made revolved around the following broad themes: 

- adult and further education/training classes  

- community/park garden including playground  

- community centre, ‘drop in’ centre 

- serve the more vulnerable members of the community such as older persons  

- pre/playschool and/or mother and toddlers groups 

- indoor activities for the community such as meetings  

 

However of these, the following were deemed both needed and feasible: 

- education, leisure and hobby classes 

- playground and other provision for small children  

- public health nurse-type services 

- Community garden/park 

- Activities and provision for young people  

 

As will be discussed in the final chapter, there is a degree of overlap and logic between these and a sense 

that some themes are recurring. The next chapter turns to look at the views and insights provided by 

stakeholders, that is relevant groups, associations, clubs and statutory bodies. 
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4. Views and Insights from Interviews with Community ‘Stakeholders’ 
 

 

4.1 Introduction 

This chapter presents the findings of the research interviews that were undertaken with representatives of 

Ardclough’s community groups, clubs and related stakeholders who operate or have an interest directly 

and indirectly in Ardclough’s community life. This group also included representatives of statutory bodies 

and those working in Ardclough who are state funded. The listing of what we have termed here 

‘stakeholders’ was provided to the researcher by the Community Council. 

 

The chapter begins by presenting a profile of the respondents who were interviewed including their 

relationship with and interactions in Ardclough and its community (4.2). This is followed by a section detailing 

their views on what use could be made of St. Anne’s National School when in community use (4.3). This 

section also explores overall views about the community potential of St. Anne’s. Section 4.4 discusses 

stakeholders’ sense of needs in the Ardclough catchment from their perspective and what could St. Anne’s 

do to feasibly respond to such needs. The chapter closes with a brief conclusion (4.5).14 

 

 

4.2 Profile of ‘Stakeholders’  

In sum, there were 22 representatives of various groups consulted for this part of the research. The 

stakeholders included representatives of the following groups, associations and bodies:15 

- St. Anne’s National School: Management, Board and Parents Council 

- Ardclough GAA: football, hurling and camogie 

- Local groups: nature group, golf society, community games, art group and drama group 

- Kildare County Council: Arts 

- Kill Parish 

- Ardclough Community Council 

- Resident’s Associations 

- Children and Youth: preschool, scouting, Irish dancing and music school  

- County Kildare Vocation Educational Committee 

 

Collectively the groups, associations and services consulted are responsible for members/users of all ages. 

Individually they also represent different age groups and varied interests in keeping with the types of 

stakeholders consulted. Together, these reflect an active part of local community life. Between them, the 

groups consulted have members, users or volunteers totalling approximately 1,250. While this will include an 

overlap between the members/users of one or more of the groups/consulted, the numbers represented are 

nevertheless significant and complement the findings of the household survey. It should be noted that in the 

case of the school and some other groups/services many of their users will come from outside of Ardclough, 

however they all include Ardclough residents one way or the other. 

 

Finally, the groups and clubs consulted here range in their years of existence from 3 year to 75. 

 

 

4.3 Community Uses for St. Anne’s National School  

As the title of this section suggests, it examines the views of the interviewed stakeholders on what 

community uses they perceived St. Anne’s might be put to. 

 

Turning firstly to the question of the potential of St. Anne’s as a community site/centre, the vast majority of 

responses were positive and affirmative of the general concept. There were one or two negative responses. 

In these cases, the rationale behind such views was based on concerns about the upkeep of the building 

and the belief that the site would be left with ‘porta-cabins’ present and generally fall into disrepair. 

 

Nevertheless, even though nearly all the responses by stakeholders were positive about the community use 

potential of St. Anne’s, there were a number of valid qualifications made. Firstly, it was strongly held that the 

building and site must be well managed and planned. Secondly, that there may be merit in keeping one or 

two of the portable cabins on the site for future use, given the needs and the fact that these are already 

serviced. Thirdly, negotiations must take place with the new St. Anne’s school authorities around what that 

school can provide to the community as it may be a ‘better fit’ with some activities due to its size, facilities 

                                                 
14 The responses are based around a set number of questions which is included at the end of the report at appendix three. 
15 Of the original list supplied for to be interviewed as ‘stakeholders’, multiple attempts were made to complete the interviews and in the end just four interviews could not be 

arranged before the writing of the report. 
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and modernity and this would avoid competition and duplication. Finally, a number of observers 

commented on the impressive community spirit and calibre of Ardclough’s community leaders, evident also 

through all stages of this research, and the need for this to be harnessed in the running of St. Anne’s for the 

community. In this regard, it was pointed out that the hard aspect of the using of St. Anne’s for the 

community is in its running in practice as opposed to the idea or rhetoric. 

 

Turning to the suggested uses of the old school for the community, the stakeholders consulted suggested a 

wide array of uses. Prominent among these were education classes. It was believed that these would 

respond to a perceived need locally for such provision and generate critical revenue for the running of the 

‘centre’. It was felt that classes could be held at times when the GAA club was not open and also cater for 

areas/topics/past-times not currently catered for. Education classes, it was observed, could be structured in 

consultation with the local VEC as follows without prejudice: for seniors around hobbies, bridge and so on; 

for middle aged persons around accounting, curriculum vitae, information technology related areas and 

thereafter various skills; and for younger people around arts, crafts and so on. In other words, these three 

age bands were likely to have different needs and interests in respect of such classes as has been the 

experience of the VEC in other locations. 

 

In line with earlier findings, a large portion of the responses suggested that provision in St. Anne’s should be 

for older members of the community of Ardclough given the ageing nature of the community. This could 

take the form of social events, day care, certain classes, and services such as ‘meal on wheels’. 

 

Related to the provision for elderly persons, the use of the old school as a basic community resource and 

centre was clear in the responses. These suggested that St. Anne’s might be a café/drop-in centre, house 

various meetings and groups, computers for information and learning, and so on.  

 

The external part of the site was also treated in the interviews with stakeholders. In this regard, the provision 

of a community park, a community garden, and allotments were all cited as potential uses for the site. A 

playground for younger children was also prominent in this context as to was the use of part of the site for 

parking and sharing of use with the adjacent Ardclough GAA. 

 

Again, as seen earlier in findings, significant mention was made in the responses of the need to cater for 

preschool children. Like young people discussed below, there was a view expressed by stakeholders that 

there was little provision for preschool children in the area and by extension their parents also. Suggestions 

were made of using St. Anne’s for preschool, crèche and, mother and toddler groups. However, it was 

noted by some stakeholders that the NEW school maybe a more appropriate location for these activities in 

capacity and facility respects. 

 

Young people were seen as another important potential beneficiary from St. Anne’s. It was felt that there 

was little available for young people to participate in at night time in Ardclough. For this reason, St. Anne’s 

could be the location of youth activities starting at primary school age and upwards to the later teens 

through for example scouting, youth clubs, various appropriate activities and so on. These could provide a 

structured setting for activities that would also be safe and developmental for young people. 

 

Finally, in terms of ideas with wide support, the responses also suggested some use of St. Anne’s for the 

provision of basic, feasible health care for locals with a particular reference on older persons. Examples put 

forward included the suite of services provided by public health nursing, chiropody, physiotherapy and so 

forth. 

 

There were a further set of guiding principles or advice suggested by stakeholders to consider for the 

community usage of the old school: 

- Use of St. Anne’s should be organised according to days, nights and weekends 

- It should be multi-use and multi-purpose 

- Consultation and negotiation are required around avoiding displacement, overlap and developing 

synergies in the community with the new school and Ardclough GAA 

- Costs of running and heating the building of circa €500 per month should be factored in 

- A caretaker and caretaking team are required 

- The use of St. Anne’s should consider the likely future rejuvenation of Ardclough’s population and 

provide for younger families in terms of flexibility of activities 

- Many locals are not members or users of the GAA club and should be catered for by a community 

centre 
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- Statutory bodies will be able to provide advice about the design of St. Anne’s if alterations are 

required. 

 

 

4.4 Needs in Ardclough Catchment 

The section explored what the stakeholders saw as the needs of the community looking to the future and by 

extension what a community facility in Ardclough might consider in the medium term.  

 

Each of the responses was categorised to a particular theme for descriptive purposes. Across the responses 

it was possible to discern a number of broad but separate themes: 

- Structured, planned activities for young people 

- Medical, nursing for older person and those with no access to travel 

- Mobile services such as library and hairdressing 

- Facilities for ‘meeting up’ for individuals and groups including catering and beverages 

- A community facility without a bar on the premises 

- Activities for younger children 

- Education classes 

- Tourism related developments including farmers market, community festivals etc. 

 

 

4.5 Conclusion 

This chapter has presented the views, insights and suggestions of a range of stakeholders in respect of St. 

Anne’s as a future community facility. In keeping with earlier chapters a number of themes recur as to the 

potential future uses of St. Anne’s, namely: 

- Education and hobby-based classes 

- provision for older members of the community 

- community resource and centre  

- community park, a community garden, and allotments  

- playground for younger children  

- Activities for preschool children. 

- Activities, facilities for young people  

- Feasible health care for locals  

 

In line with previous chapters, a number of provisos, guiding principles and suggestions about putting ideas 

into practice were also advocated. 

 

In the next chapter, the findings of this chapter and the previous ones are discussed and synthesised with a 

view to arriving at conclusions and recommendations. 
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5. Conclusions and Recommendations 
 

5.1 Introduction 

This final chapter is less discursive than its predecessors and will focus in the main on presenting the findings 

of the research in terms primarily of responding comprehensively to the aims and objectives outlined at the 

outset. In so doing, it makes a number of conclusions and recommendations. Before doing so, it is worth 

revisiting the central aim of the research process: to carry out an ‘assessment for alternative utilisation of St. 

Anne’s School for community use’.  

 

In this context, the relevant objectives of the assessment were the following: 
- To create a survey document to determine what the residents of the greater Ardclough area would prefer to St. 

Anne’s School to be used for after it has ceased to be used as a school. 

- To consult with all local stakeholders on their views for alternative use for the school. 

- Arrange to have a building condition survey of the main school building carried out by a qualified surveyor, to 

establish if there are any structural and /or maintenance difficulties that will need early attention in the event on of 

the ACC taking vacant possession of the school building. 

- Carry out a postal, phone and face-to-face survey of a representative sample of the residents of the target 

catchment area. 

- Prepare an interim and final report document with findings of the survey, and recommendations for alternative 

utilisation for the School.  

 

In responses to these objectives, the methodology for the research included firstly, a household survey, 

secondly, interviews with a sample of local households and thirdly, interviews with local stakeholders. The 

building condition survey was previously completed and forwarded to ACC in October 2012. An interim 

report outlining the responses to the survey was similarly forwarded to ACC in September 2012. 

 

Thus the outstanding aspect of the research is its core aim, namely: assessing community, household and 

stakeholders’ views and opinions for alternative utilisation of St. Anne’s School for community use. This final 

chapter therefore sets out below the key findings, conclusions and hence the recommendations of the 

research. 

 

5.2 Key Findings and Recommendations 

The research established that there are at least 1,681 persons living in the Ardclough catchment, this is 

probably a slight understatement given the difficulty in isolating the boundaries for the area to ascertain 

exact population figures. Nevertheless of this population, 469 or 28% were aged 18 or under in 2011, and of 

this 133 (7% overall) were 4 or under, 216 (a significant 13% overall) were aged 5 to 12 and 140 (or 8%) were 

aged 13 to 18. The survey of households suggests that many households, over half, do not contain any 

children under 17, nevertheless the figures above reveals that there is a large cohort of children in the area. 

 

136 persons were aged 65 or over in 2011 or 8% of the population. Again, the findings from the household 

survey reveals that many households do not contain children and in line with this, issues of an ageing 

population was a key finding in the research. With this in mind, it is therefore reasonable to assume that this 

proportion is more than likely growing and will continue to grow.  

 

Within this demographic context, the survey received responses from one in four households, which suggests 

validity in terms of the representativeness of the research. Additional responses were received from the 

households and stakeholder interviews which served to increase the comprehensiveness of the research. 

Overall, this research is perhaps the best picture one can get of the views of this or most communities on a 

particular topic. 

 

The survey itself found that 57% households have been resident in Ardclough for 20 years or more, 

furthermore over 75% households have been resident in the community for more than 11 years. 

 

It also revealed that two thirds of the households have a member who takes part in a community/voluntary 

group, a club or other form of recreation inside the area which is a high proportion by most standards 

however, one in three households do not participate in community activities and this would seem to be a 

key target group of any ‘new’ community facility. The main community activity cited was involvement at 

one or more levels in Ardclough GAA, which reflects its important role in the community life of the area. 

Indeed, the importance of measures to complement and not undermine Ardclough GAA’s contribution to 
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the community through the redevelopment of St. Anne’s was one of a number of key themes emerging 

from the research. 

 

Furthermore, the household survey revealed that just over half of responding households take part in 

community and related recreational activities outside of Ardclough. These activities typically are those that 

are not available in Ardclough and those who avail of these are the younger households with a large 

proportion availing of broad childcare related activities outside of the area. The research showed in parts 

that a significant proportion of the community, perhaps as high as one in three, do not participate in the 

GAA and other community activities and require an inclusive provision through St. Anne’s as a dedicated 

community centre. 

 

The centrepiece of the household survey was the respondent’s preferences and suggestions for the future 

community use of St. Anne’s National School, in other words, the school building and its site. The following 

table summarises the key findings here:  

 

Type of Activity Examples 

% 

Proportion 

Supporting 

Day 

Preference 

Night 

Preference 

Adult & Further Education/Training 
VEC to be centrally involved; computers; cookery, languages, 

gardening and other hobbies,  
72% 58% 75% 

Childcare/Crèche 
Pre/play school for under 4s, mother and toddler group, 

playground. 
58% 88% 14% 

Arts & Drama 

Art exhibition, facilitate local artists, drama and musical 

performances and rehearsing, related workshops for children 

and young people. 

50% 58% 71% 

Indoor Recreation 
Active retirement, social outlet for older persons, cards/bridge, 

meeting place for local groups and associations. 
48% 63% 76% 

Social Services 
Public health nursing, citizen’s information, provision for older 

persons. 
46% 84% 16% 

Culture & Heritage 
Local history, heritage and the environment; exhibitions and 

guest lectures. 
44% 62% 55% 

Outdoor Recreation 

Community garden/allotments, community park and play 

area, community shed and storage for outdoor activities such 

as biking, outdoor area for young people. 

44% 77% 31% 

Outdoor Sports Tennis, Hockey, Bowls, Soccer, Outdoor Gym. 38% 83% 44% 

Indoor Sports Fitness, Yoga, Pilates and table tennis. 33% 66% 72% 

 

The preferences can be understood according to four bands of preference weighting: 

 

1. Nearly three quarters (72%) of households cited Adult and Further Education/Training for St. Anne’s. 

In this respect, 75% indicated a preference for nights and 58% for days. 

2. The next highest proportion of preferences, 58%, suggested Childcare/Crèche type provision to be 

situated in/on the St. Anne’s site. The vast majority of these cited day time provision. 

3. A cluster of responses varied at between 50% and 44% of households responding suggested 

Arts/Drama, Indoor Recreation, Social Services provision, Culture/Heritage and/or Outdoor 

Recreation. All barring Social Services were broadly evenly spread between provision at night and 

day time with a majority for days and nights and slight general preference for night times. In the 

case of Social Services, the overwhelming preference was for day times. 

4. About one in three of the responding households indicated a preference for Outdoor or Indoor 

Sports. There was considerable support for day and night time in the case of Indoor Sports with a 

larger preference evident for day time provision for Outdoor Sports. 

 

The findings show that these responses and preferences reflect the age and makeup of households. Therein 

intuitively, it shows that the longer a household is established in Ardclough, its members tend to be older and 

are less likely to choose sports and outdoor pursuits and more likely to reveal a preference for indoor 

activities. The findings revealed that this trend tends to reverse as the age of the household decreases and 

includes a greater number of children aged 17 and younger. However, the notable exceptions to this trend 

are evident in the case of Social Services and Childcare which receive widespread support when 

understood broadly. 

 

These bands of preferences at once seem to suggest the priorities, prior to any feasibility/practicability 

considerations, which ought to be followed for the community use of St. Anne’s. In terms of support, it is 
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probably realistic to focus in implementation terms on bands one to three, excluding in and outdoor sport, 

with a premium placed on multiple uses, at multiple times by multiple groups. 

 

Added to the household survey, the interviews with households and stakeholders – the findings of which are 

merged here - suggested the following preferences: 

- adult and further education/training classes  

- community/park garden, allotments including playground  

- community centre, ‘drop in’, resource centre 

- serve the more vulnerable members of the community such as older persons  

- activities for pre/playschool children and/or mother and toddlers group 

- Activities and facilities provision for young people  

- Feasible public health nurse-type services 

- indoor activities for the community such as meetings, various other social outlets with catering 

facilities available 

- Tourism related developments including farmers market, community festivals etc. 

 

These confirm and support the broad findings of the household survey and give a larger sense of the 

direction to take. However, there remains work to be done on consulting with likely providers, partners 

including the Diocese of Kildare and Leighlin, HSE, VEC and County Council as well as crucially the new 

school and Ardclough GAA. This considered process can create a ‘win, win’ scenario where co-ordination is 

achieved between the three entities locally (old and new schools and GAA club), duplication is avoided 

and existing activities are added to and complemented. Collectively, this is the most logical path to 

proceed along in order to add value to the community through the community utilisation of St. Anne’s, for 

which there is a need and significant potential if approached in a careful and considered way. 

 

Finally, the research identified a number of principles, taken from the views of households and stakeholders, 

which also service to shed light on the future implementation path: 

- St. Anne’s should be multi-functional and multi-purpose as a community centre; 

- An emphasis should be placed on its sound and sustainable financial running including securing a 

few base tenants for revenue reasons; 

- It should become a focal point for the Ardclough community; 

- It should operate at day, night and weekends; 

- Plans should factor in population increases in the future (longer term), the demographic 

rejuvenation of the area and increased needs for community facilities; 

- An emphasis might be placed on the primary use of St. Anne’s by Ardclough residents. 

- Throughout the research, specific reference was made to ensuring that activities provide for all age 

groups in the community. In this context, it was felt that particular efforts should be made to provide 

for two age cohorts: firstly, children 15 and under, with a particular emphasis on preschool children 

and, secondly, older people aged 66 and older with a particular emphasis on those living alone or 

without easy access to transport. 

- The development and running of St. Anne’s requires committed voluntary input, management know 

how and taking responsibility. It will be important in this regard to build on the capable community 

actors and spirit palpable in Ardclough and as evidenced in the findings and interactions of this 

research process. 

 

 

 

 

Ends 
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Appendix 1 
Community/Household Survey 

 

ARDCLOUGH HOUSEHOLD SURVEY FOR ALTERNATIVE COMMUNITY USE OF ST. ANNE’S SCHOOL   
 

 

1. Please write your Ardclough address in the box:   
 

2. How many people live in your house/household?  No. of Adults (over 18) _____  No. of Children 

Under 18 _____ 
 

3. How long has your household been established in Ardclough?       <1yr ,   1-5 yrs. ,   5-10yrs ,   10-20yrs ,   20yrs+  
 

4. Do you or anyone in your household actively and routinely participate in a community or voluntary group, club, recreation 

group, leisure group, community facility & service etc., based IN Ardclough?                     Yes ,      No     
 

Details: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

5. Do you or anyone in your household actively and routinely participate in a community or voluntary group, club, recreation 

group, leisure group, community facility & service etc., based OUTSIDE of Ardclough?       Yes ,      No     
 

Details: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

6. In the table below, please tick in the box beside the type of service or amenity you/your household would most like to see 

provided in St. Anne’s (school and grounds)? – You can also use the ‘other’ space at the bottom of the matrix to enter in 

additional suggestions. 
 

Type of Service/Amenities 

Tick 

box 

if 

‘yes’ 

Day or 

Night 
Please give details in the spaces provided below  

Outdoor Sports  
Yes 

 
Day  

Night  

e.g. Tennis etc. 

 

 

 

 

Outdoor Recreation  
Yes 

 
Day  

Night  

e.g. community garden, bike hire etc. 

 

 

 

 

Indoor Sports 
Yes 

 
Day  

Night  

e.g. Badminton, Pilates, Fitness etc. 

 

 

 

 

Indoor Recreation 
Yes 

 
Day  

Night  

e.g. meetings, activities, groups, bridge etc. 

 

 

 

 

Culture & Heritage 
Yes 

 
Day  

Night  

e.g. heritage centre, exhibitions etc. 

 

 

 

 

Arts & Drama 
Yes 

 
Day  

Night  

e.g. art exhibitions, drama & musical performance etc. 

 

 

 

 

Social Services 
Yes 

 
Day  

Night  

e.g. public health nurse, citizen’s information centre etc. 

 

 

 

 

Childcare/Crèche 
Yes 

 
Day  

Night  

e.g. mother and toddler group, playground etc. 

 

 

 

Adult & Further Education/Training 
Yes 

 
Day  

Night  

e.g. adult education classes, training, hobby classes etc. 

 

 

 

 

Other, please name: _________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

Yes 

 
Day  

Night  

 

 

 

 
 

 

7. Finally, please use the space below to outline any additional views you have on the future community use of St. Anne’s:  
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Appendix 2 
Interviews Schedule For Households chosen by Random Sample 

 

 

 

Questions for Ardclough Resident’s Interviews 

 

Chosen by Random Sample 

 

Future Community Use of St. Anne’s National School 

 

 
 

1. How long have you lived in Ardclough? 

 

2. What is the make-up of your family: adults 18 and over and children 17 and younger? 

 

3. What type of service or amenity would you like to be provided in St. Anne’s National School building 

or its grounds in the future? 

 

4. What community/voluntary or other feasible activities/services are required in Ardclough? 
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Appendix 3 
Interviews Schedule for Community Groups & Other Stakeholders 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ardclough Community Council 

 

Research on the future Community Use of St. Anne’s National School, Ardclough  

 

 

Interviews Schedule for Community Groups & Other Stakeholders 

 
 

 

 

1. What is the purpose of your group/organisation/service? When did it begin?  

 

2. What is the group/organisation/service’s relationship and interaction with Ardclough at present? 

 

3. In as far as you can say and from the perspective of your group/organisation/service, what use 

could be made of St. Anne’s National School when in community use? Are there any feasible 

changes required to the building for this? 

 

4. What are your overall views on the potential use of St. Anne’s National School for community use? 

 

5. Have you any sense of needs in the surrounding community/catchment in respect of 

amenities/services/pursuits that could feasibly be provided in St. Anne’s National School. 

 

6. Any final comments e.g. avoid duplication of some activities taking place at present in Ardclough 

GAA club next door etc. 
 

 

 

 


