
Ardclough 
Ardclough is a small, rural community with a long history and a big heart. Our

history produced leaders and innovators in politics and art; fixer of Tudor Ire-
land Gerald Aylmer, speaker of the 18th century Irish House of Commons

John Ponsonby, the most powerful patriot politician in early 19th century Ireland
Valentine Lawless, the sculptress Mary Redmond and poet Emily Lawless., as well
as brewer Arthur Guinness who chose to be buried here with his mother’s people.
Our hilltops served as spiritual centres, one for the Kings of Leinster between 740

and 1014 and the other as one of the great convent monasteries of the era of the
Round Tower. Our under-resourced and under populated hurling team became in-
termediate champions of Leinster in 2004. Four of our horses galloped to glory on
the racetracks of Ireland, England and France: the Tetrarch, Star Appeal, Captain
Christy and Kicking King (the four horses of the Ardcloughalypse), while jockey Pat
Taaffe stewarded Arkle into four legged folklore.
Our community has a long tradition of coming together, uniting behind every initia-

tive in the pursuit of excellence, including the Tidy Towns project. 
The hundreds of small projects since we first entered in 1998, increasing our score

with every entry, has helped turn our attention back into the landscape and environ-
ment, the biodiversity of our wonderful mixture of hill and wetland, the dry stone
from which the community derives its name, and the ancient hedgerows and plough
lands that have been passed on to this generation unscathed, to be lovingly cared
for, conserved and bequeathed to future generations.
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Species List 
PROJECT DETAILS The bird and mammal species list

The bird species list this year sees us losing two species, the Curlew and the
Shoveler duck. This is not surprising as both were rare visitors to our area and
the Curlew is now endangered due to loss of habitat. However, once again we

keep the Barn Owl with two sightings and under our criteria will remain for a further
2 years. As you would imagine the mammal list stays fairly constant, however, we
have had deer on it before. This year a man walking the canal towpaths reported
seeing a creature like a mink, but not a mink, and “creamy” underneath. This is a
possible sighting of a Pine Martin but until we can confirm this we await to hopefully
add him to the list. With the spread of the Pine martin has come a revival of the Red
Squirrel and as he was once common here we also hope to welcome him back to
the many Scots Pine trees we have.

The Spotted Flycatcher during a welcome summer
visit resting near the village at Lyons in July 2015

A House mouse ventures out on a rare daytime excur-
sion in an Ardclough garden in September 2015.
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Bird Species List 
Birds of Ardclough 

 
SPECIES LIST  2014-15 
 
(1)  Goldcrest                             (35) Swift 
(2)  Wren                                    (36) Collard Dove 
(3)  Long Tailed Tit                    (37) Wood Pigeon 
(4)  Coal Tit                                (38) Pheasant 
(5)  Blue Tit                                (39) Snipe 
(6)  Great Tit                               (40) Grey Heron 
(7)  Treecreeper                          (41) Moorehen 
(8)  Willow Warbler                    (42) Coot 
(9)  Chiffchaff                             (43) Little Grebe 
(10) Spotted Flycatcher               (44) Great Crested Grebe 
(11) House Martin                       (45) Mallard 
(12) Barn Swallow                      (46) Tufted Duck 
(13) Robin                                   (47) Mute Swan 
(14) Tree Sparrow                       (48) Herring Gull 
(15) House Sparrow                    (49) Common Gull 
(16) Dunnock                              (50) Lesser Black-backed Gull 
(17) Siskin                                   (51) Black-headed Gull         
(18) Greenfinch                           (52) Long-eared Owl 
(19) Goldfinch                             (53) Kestrel 
(20) Chaffinch                             (54) Sparrowhawk 
(21) Bullfinch                              (55) Buzzard 
(22) Yellowhammer                     (56) Bramling 
(23) Grey Wagtail                        (57) Cormorant 
(24) Pied Wagtail                         (58) Redwing 
(25) Starling                                 (59) Blackcap 
(26) Song Thrush                         (60) Barn Owl 
(27) Blackbird                              (61) Little Egret 
(28) Fieldfare                               (62) Dipper 
(29) Mistle Thrush                       (63) Merlin     
(30) Magpie                                  (64) Water Rail 
(31) Jackdaw                                 
(32) Rook                                      
(33) Hooded Crow    
(34) Kingfisher 
 
 

  A               
              

Criteria: Any species
without a confirmed
sighting for 3 years. Will
be removed from this list
and any new species
will remain on the list
under the same criteria.

The Spotted Flycatcher during a welcome summer
visit resting near the village at Lyons in July 2015
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Mammal Species List 
PROJECT DETAILS Land mammals of Ardclough, species list  2013-2014

(1)  Fox
(2)  Badger
(3)  Grey Squirrel
(4)  Wood Mouse
(5)  House mouse
(6)  Brown Rat
(7)  Hedgehog
(8)  Pygmy Shrew
(9)  Hare

(10)  Mink
(11)  Otter
(12)  Stoat
(13)  Rabbit

Criteria: Any species without a con-
firmed sighting for 3 years. Will be re-
moved from this list and any new
species will remain on the list under the
same criteria.

The Spotted Flycatcher during a welcome summer
visit resting near the village at Lyons in July 2015

A House mouse ventures out on a rare daytime excur-
sion in an Ardclough garden in September 2015.
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Steps into the web
PROJECT DETAILS Muintir na Tíre invited submissions from all community groups
countrywide for a chance to receive a new website, laptop and a free days training for sev-
eral people. There were a total of 15 places and following our submission we were one of
those chosen.

We are affiliated with Muintir na tíre and this initiative came under the Na-
tional Digital Strategy. Training took place in April of this year. We will use
this website for all Tidy Towns issues with pages of interest and posts for

all events and happenings. The title of their project was BenefIT IIII
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Tree plantation 
PROJECT DETAILS A total of 16 Hornbeam (C. betulus fastigiata)  trees were planted op-
posite Lishandra estate as mentioned in last years report. There are already two groups of
Crab Apple trees on either side which are quite attractive.

The format chosen was that of a “linear wood” which can be added to in the fu-
ture ( trees or shrubs) or increased also when other trees are wind damaged
or die for other reasons. The Hornbeams have long seed tassels in autumn

and have an attractive grey bark. The trees were staked and these will be removed
when they are well established and secure.

The work was carried out and funded by the Tidy Towns group.
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Triangle ditch fill
PROJECT DETAILS The dry ditch opposite the church has in the past been a problem in
terms of litter from passing traffic. It is also unsightly compared with the well landscaped
surrounds.

Representation were made to KCC and a meeting held with the area engineer.
Following on going communications we received agreement that the works
will be carried out this summer. This will result in easier maintenance, an im-

proved layout and a reduction in litter in the heart of the village. 
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Flood restoration 
PROJECT DETAILS Major flood relief works took place recently through our village.
Upon completion this left several breaks in the existing hedgerows with steep ditches behind
which were attracting litter. Following work and representations by the Tidy Towns group
these were restored.

Firstly, solid timer fencing was erected for safety and protection. In each case
Mountain ash (Sorbus aucuparia) were the chosen tree. This native species
provides abundant berries in the autumn, much loved by birds such as the

Mistle Thrush.
Interspersed between the trees, Hawthorn ( Crataegus monogyna) was the cho-

sen species. These produce bunches of round red berries (haws) which birds are
drawn to. When they thicken up in to a hedge, they are a favourite nesting site for
many birds as they offer great protection.
Many thanks to KCC for assistance on this project.



PROJECT Heritage Council Grant
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Heritage grant
PROJECT DETAILS This year we applied for the on line Heritage Council Grants and
submitted a project on pollinators called “Ardclough Bee Happy”. We were successful in
being awarded €1500 towards the costs. Later on this year we will run an event for heritage
week based on this subject with presentations, plantations, educational handouts, workshops
and other activities 

This is of course a hugely important subject with over half of our species in de-
cline in the past 20 years. Three species have gone extinct in the last 80
years. The focus will be mainly on Honey bees, Bumble bees and Solitary

bees.
There are also longer term goals working with other groups such as the national

school as they work towards their An Taisce Green-Schools biodiversity award. By
creating greater awareness and providing the up skills we will work toward participa-
tion in national schemes such as “Bumblebee Monitoring scheme” An event for Bio-
diversity week is also planned.
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Invasive species
PROJECT DETAILS In the past year the infestation along this section of canal bank was
marked out with white poles and in due course was treated by Waterways Ireland. However
this plant had already caused damage through bank erosion which can be seen from the
photo image shown.

The tidy towns group have had many issues with Waterways Ireland in relation
to the maintenance of the Grand Canal habitats and monitor activities such as
grass mowing on towpaths. Over the years the issue of invasive species such

as Japanese Knotweed (Fallopia japonica) which had a presence near the 13th
lock, were discussed. 
The principal means of spread is through accidental movement of underground

rhizomes or any cut stems as viable seeds are rarely produced. Therefore further
monitoring will take place and contact maintained with Waterways Ireland.  
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Wildlife report
PROJECT DETAILS Contact with Birdwatch with 3 different type of nest boxes being do-
nated to Birdwatch Kildare in 2014. Also in spring of 2015 over 25 bird images, all taken in
Ardclough were given to Birdwatch Kildare for a project of theirs.

This report considers all aspects of
wildlife matters in our area. We are
lucky to have several water habi-

tats such as the Grand Canal, several
quarry lakes and marsh areas. This adds
to the variety of species and draws inter-
ests from walkers and visitors. One such
walker reported a sighting of what could
be a Pine Martin and we are trying to
confirm this by watching this area. Red
Kites continue to be reported but they
wont be added to our species list until we
capture one on camera or make a clear confirmation.
The work done over the years with the school on wildlife projects has helped our

“Feed & Breed” programme with more and more feeding stations and knowledge
especially among the young. The results from sheets returned this year show mixed
results. There has been some decline in Tree Sparrows and migratory birds such as
the Brambling but on the plus side an increase in Greenfinch and Yellowhammer
numbers. 

A Red Admiral feeds on a Strawberry tree in Ardclough in Sep-
tember 2014.
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Chemical waste 
PROJECT DETAILS Chemicals in the household, the waste they cause and possible ef-
fects on human health and the environment.

In recent times there has been an explosion in the use
and quantity of chemical products in the household.
Many of these are potentially hazardous to humans.

Many also end up in our drains and enter watercourses,
rivers and lakes and damage both plant and animal life.

The question must be asked, as to why we need so
many chemical products today, when a generation ago,
our parents maintained a perfectly functioning and clean
household with little or none of these products. Look at
your next shopping bill, these products stand out be-
cause they are so expensive. Have we reached this point
because of the power of large corporations and their ad-
vertising?  People now look closely at the food they are
buying, why not extend that to other products that also
have impacts on our lives. Let us look at the tip of the
iceberg with just some of the common products.

Stain removers,  Toilet cleaners,  Washing machine
products,  Window & glass cleaners,  Floor cleaners,
Dishwasher cleaners,  Shampoo products,  Shower & bath products,  Oven cleaners,  Air fresheners,  Insecticides &
fungicides,  Fabric cleaners,  Carpet shampoo, Drain cleaners,  De greasing agents,  Bleach,  Lime scale remover,
Stove cleaners,  Stain removers,  Microwave cleaners, Antibacterial products,    Washing up liquids  and so on.

Now we take a look at a few of these products, which always look and smell nice, but may contain ingredients which
can be hazardous to both human and other life forms. For example, never mix ammonia with chlorine (bleach) as a
very dangerous gas (chloramine) is produced. So, don’t mix bleach with toilet bowl cleaners or drain cleaners and
never with ammonia. 

No one knows the combined or long-term effects of exposure to multiple chemical compounds although there are
well documented examples, often exposed by ordinary citizens which would suggest we should be very cautious and
do our own research. 

The question is often asked, as to why it appears that wild animals who do not require any of our modern products
or have access to any pharmaceutical products are healthier than humans and we seem to be battling an ever in-
creasing range of illnesses.

If you do use any of these products, then it is a good idea to take some precautions. Always read and try to under-
stand the labels. Take measures advised, such as wearing gloves, glasses or improving air circulation. Follow the in-
structions in case of exposure. Always rinse pots, pans and cutlery after using washing up liquid to remove any
chemical residue. Why not look for safer alternatives or eco-friendly products which only use natural substances. Bet-
ter still, why not create your own products using everyday ingredients such as vinegar, hot water, lemon juice, baking
soda, etc. Do a bit of research and you will find others who have found that less than ten natural products can cater
for the entire cleaning needs of a household. Find out what works for you and then check that shopping bill again.
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Waste management 
PROJECT DETAILS A new adult course began this year in the village centre which was
termed “Go for Life”. This was very well attended and usually began with some light exer-
cises and then various topics were discussed and addressed. A member of the Tidy Towns
visited and gave information on waste management. This included an explanation of the
waste pyramid giving examples of each level and how if possible never to end up at the bot-
tom. Many practical examples were brought along such as containers, jars, fancy biscuit tins
etc. All aspects of waste were discussed such as the home, transport, shopping & food, water
and energy. Attention was brought to the many articles on waste which were included in pre-
vious newsletters.

We also discussed how we could  tackle food waste in our own village and
how we could possibly make available some of the surplus food grown in
the various gardens such as unwanted or excess plums, apples, other

fruits, vegetables and so on. These are exchanged or gifted in some cases or sadly
not at all in most cases. Various tips and ideas were exchanged and one good tip
from one of the course participants will become the subject of a future project in this
area.
Some handouts were given with information for specific areas such as energy in

the home such as power saving bulbs, home heating and how water can be wasted
in two ways, by itself firstly, and when heated, by energy loss if allowed to run with
stopper out causing your money to literately go “down the drain”
The participants were also asked to consider other means of waste control which

would also save them money and contribute to good practice. One was to collect
rainwater and use for watering plants and other uses. Another was to use a home
composter. As a help they were promised to be shown an example of both in the
near future, as the member is currently building a home composter using simple
materials and nearby a simple water collector which can be used with any drain
pipe as part of another project.
Unfortunately the participants had some homework to do. A shortened version of a

previous waste survey we carried out was given to them to fill out. The results were
similar to the previous survey and provided some food for thought. 
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Reflectors upgraded
PROJECT DETAILS The roadside reflectors on this road which protect traffic from the
adjacent open ditch have been in place for many years. Many of them have become dam-
aged, broken and misplaced. A meeting took place between a member of the Tidy Towns ant
the area engineer who was taken on site.

It was agreed that many of these reflectors were now ineffective and in the spring
of this year we received confirmation that all of these will be replaced and up-
graded during the summer of this year As well as increasing safety this will create

a neater outlook along this road where residents have always kept the verges neat
and well presented. With thanks to KCC and our area engineer.      



PROJECT Tidy up and lower school hedge
LOCATION St Anne’s National School
START DATE February 2015

Project 

12

School hedge lowered 
PROJECT DETAILS The hedge which adjoins the main pathway leading from the village
to the school entrance was tidied up and litter removed on its roadside. The hedge was then
lowered as an added safety feature.

This work was prompted by many concerned parents as the path is quite long
and is the main pedestrian route for the pupils coming from the village. The
hedge will be maintained in this fashion. The work was secured with the help

of a local councillor for which we are grateful for as well as Kildare County Council
for hedgecutting.



PROJECT Ardclough sign at Straffan Junction
LOCATION Approach road from Straffan.
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Sign replaced
PROJECT DETAILS The directional sign at the Straffan road junction went missing some
time ago. This junction is positioned on the main Kill Village to Straffan which is a very
busy road. Many people complained that it was difficult to find Ardclough which is reached
only by link roads.

The replacement sign from Kildare County Council was asked for on several
occasions. The subject was brought up with the area engineer and we asked
local councillors to pursue also. Thankfully a new sign was installed in April of

this year. With thanks to all concerned.



PROJECT Ardclough Bridge wall repair
LOCATION Ardclough Village
START DATE 2014 – Finished spring 2015
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Bridge wall repaired 
PROJECT DETAILS A large section of the approach wall on the west side of Ardclough
Bridge Collapsed in 2013. The repair work required was quite extensive and expensive as
foundation work was also needed. There were many contacts between all the parties and
bodies such as Waterways Ireland and KCC. A lot of effort went in to getting a successful
conclusion. 

With a lot of help from a local councillor and continued contact from the peo-
ple, funding was sourced by Kildare County Council. The work on the wall
began early in 2015 and is now completed. Further work to finish this

stretch to secure and landscape needs to be done and will be carried out locally.
Thanks to all those who persevered for a successful outcome. 



PROJECT Boston road sign replacement
LOCATION Approach road from Boston
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Road sign replaced 
PROJECT DETAILS During a recent frosty spell the Ardclough Village sign positioned to-
wards the top of Boston road on the east side of the village was knocked in to the adjoining
ditch by an SUV. The sign was located at a bend on this downhill road. We advocated it be
moved nearby on a straighter stretch.

The original sign was damaged by the collision and following representations to
the council a new sign was procured. This is now located slightly nearer the
village on a straight stretch of road with less incline. A second Village sign on

the Straffan road has been moved as requested away from a bad bend.  However
this has not been re located to the request spot and we will now investigate this and
hopefully have it corrected.



PROJECT Tree of Life
LOCATION Ardclough Village Centre
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Tree of Life 
PROJECT DETAILS This is a fairly unique project as a complete tree of life in classifica-
tion terms does not seem available anywhere. Classification is a very difficult subject and a
huge amount of work went in to this project. It is designed to show how all life is connected
in terms of biodiversity. It should prove to be educational for a young student yet also con-
tain elements for people at degree level in related subjects.

Any person visiting the board should have a new understanding of all the life
they see around them and this is the kind of awareness we hope it will gener-
ate. For example a recent Bryophyte study found a new species to Ireland

here in this parish near Kill called   Lophozia perssonii.  For many people not famil-
iar with Brophytes, the board tells you it’s a Liverwort.
We also hope that it will be fun to read whilst trying to join all the dot up.



PROJECT Smooth Newt Survey
LOCATION Marsh area, Straffan Road
START DATE April 2015 –  July 2015
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A newt in time 
PROJECT DETAILS Three people are involved with this survey which is coordinated by a
new member with a PhD in zoology. It involves visits after dark to local ponds and marsh
areas and using special torches identifying and documenting Smooth Newts which are now
out of hibernation and beginning their breeding season.

On two previous occasions Smooth Newts, in expert hands, have been in-
cluded in wildlife events as live display examples, before being returned to
the local pond where they came from. Generally they were the stars of the

day as most people both young and old had never seen one even though they “live
nearby”.
The survey will be completed before hibernation comes around or before the

newts leave water which is usually about September. The results along with infor-
mation will be provided at an upcoming event



PROJECT Removal of stakes at Lishandra
LOCATION Opposite Lishandra Estate
START DATE November 2014
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Stake removal 
PROJECT DETAILS The tree stakes which had been in place for a number of years at Lis-
handra were removed as advised in last year’s report. Although a number of these trees were
lost due to wind damage this work was overdue.

The work was carried out by the tidy Towns and the effect is that the trees now
look more natural in their setting. The stakes were in poor condition and were
used for energy recovery.



PROJECT Kildare Walk in Ardclough
LOCATION Grand Canal
START DATE August 17th 2014
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Walking festival 
PROJECT DETAILS A guided walk took place along the canal tow path as part of the Kil-
dare Walking Festival. This is part of Slí na Siáinte developed by the Irish Heart Foundation
and supported by Kildare Sports Partnership.

Photos show the walk-
ers gathering at the
GAA club in Ardclough

before setting off and pass-
ing the 13th lock which is a
double lock 

The walk was well sup-
ported and enjoyed by all
particularly because of the
peaceful and scenic route
and the sunny weather was
perfect on the day.



PROJECT Naas Bursary Award
LOCATION Ardclough
START DATE November 2014
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Naas bursary award 
PROJECT DETAILS Ardclough Community Council was a successful applicant for the
Cecil Doyle Naas Credit Union Community Bursary. 

The credit union gave out €20,000 to local community groups and voluntary organisa-
tions in order to benefit their good work and support them in their endeavours. To ac-
cept the (€1000) award on behalf of the ACC, Two members attended the awards

night on Thursday 13th November 2014 in The Nun’s Chapel, McAuley Place, Naas. The
Bursary will go towards the costs of renovating the Ardclough Village Centre.  



PROJECT Community Text Alert System
LOCATION Ardclough
START DATE 2014 – Upgraded 2015
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Text alert system
PROJECT DETAILS The community Text Alert is being upgraded and renewed this year
and is now moving into its second year.  General consensus within the community is that it
has heightened awareness within the community, there is more Garda presence in the area
and it is worth continuing with the service.  This year, subscribers will be asked to pay
€10.00 for every mobile number they list and also now have the opportunity to download a
Free App instead from Pin Point.

The Ardclough Text Alert
Road signs are now
erected on all incoming

roads, these are of significant
importance for the success of
the whole system.   



PROJECT Arthur’s Way 5K
LOCATION Canal bank and the Village at Lyons
START DATE June 2014
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Arthur’s Way 5k
PROJECT DETAILS Copy Goes Here Copy Goes HereCopy Goes HereCopy Goes Here-
Copy Goes HereCopy Goes Here a 5km run along the rout eof Arthur’s Way,  17 marshalls
and runners took part, Arthurs Way 5K Posters erected all around the area.

Arthur’s Way is the recently launched heritage trail. The trail explores some of
the rich history and heritage of the Guinness family. In just 16km, it encom-
passes the birthplace of Ireland’s famous brewing legend, Arthur Guinness,

the site of his childhood, his first brewery, his historical legacy in the development of
Leixlip and Celbridge, and his final resting place at Oughterard, near the ancestral
family home. 
To celebrate this, the Ardclough Community Council and Ardclough GAA joined

forces to organise a fun 5K run/walk for all the family called  “Arthur’s Way 5K” on
June 21st 2014.  207 participants took part on a beautiful summers evening which
took place along the canal route, in through the Village and Lyons and ended up
with prizes, music and entertainment back in the GAA clubhouse.
Prizes were presented to the first Male, Female, U12 Girl and U12 Boy.  All those

who participated were also entered into a draw for various fun spot prizes and the
first 100 received beautiful medals. 



PROJECT Feed and Breed School Project                     
LOCATION St Anne’s National School
START DATE Spring 2014 – June 2014
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Feed and Breed 
PROJECT DETAILS Create awareness of the rich biodiversity in the Ardclough area. 

Anew initiative between the local school St. Anne’s and the Tidy Towns Com-
mittee was set up to create awareness of the rich biodiversity in the Ard-
clough area. After discussions with teachers in the school, it was decided to

run a Feed and Breed programme with the fourth class students, run in conjunction
with Bird Watch Ireland with two key aims – to help students from the area to iden-
tity and feed local birds and also to carry out surveys for Bird Watch Ireland to help
with the bird species count. 
The teachers of this year group designed work sheets and guidelines for the stu-

dents on what to do for the project.  These included making a bird box, making a
feeding station, setting up templates for collecting bird species data and scientific
experiments.  Two members of the Tidy Towns committee visited the school every
two weeks to monitor progress and offer support and advice.



PROJECT School Nature Walk 
LOCATION Henry Bridge to 13th Lock
START DATE June 2015
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Canal nature walk 
PROJECT DETAILS A nature walk for school children in the Ardclough community to ex-
pand on their knowledge of the wonderful world of wildlife, habitats and the natural amenity
that is the Grand Canal which lies adjacent to the Ardclough village.

As part of its biodiversity awareness programme run by members of the Tidy
Towns committee, it was decided to organise a nature walk for school chil-
dren in the Ardclough community. 

The purpose was to expand on their knowledge of the wonderful world of wildlife,
habitats and the natural amenity that is the Grand Canal which lies adjacent to the
Ardclough village, now part of Arthur’s Way Walk. 

Students were taken along the Grand Canal and were given many interesting facts
regarding animals such as the grey and red squirrel, otters and even the dreaded
mink which causes such problems along the canal bank.  The children were fasci-
nated about these facts. They loved the stories of life along the canal for its many
inhabitants including historical facts about the Local community that earned its living
along these banks in days gone by.  It was a hugely successful outing.  The children
were so happy to be out and enjoying a very positive interaction with their own local
habitat.  Many of them admitted this was the first time to explore the canal environ-
ment so fully.  A great day all round. 



PROJECT Remove Pre Fab Buildings
LOCATION Village Centre
START DATE July 2014
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Pre fabs removed 
PROJECT DETAILS After many years the old pre fab buildings were dismantled and re-
moved. These were an eyesore at the heart of the village.

For many years, overcrowding in the National school meant increasing pre fab
buildings being placed on the site. Over time these became run down and
spoiled the landscape of the village. Late last summer work began on taking

each one of these down. The site was then cleared to ground level in preparation of
a suitable future use

Many thanks to all involved and the diocese in particular.



PROJECT The 3 school buildings
LOCATION Ardclough Village
START DATE August 30th 2014
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The 3 schools 
PROJECT DETAILS With the opening of the new national school came the realisation that
we now had 3 national school building still standing, in good order and all still in use. It was
decided to mark this as part of our built heritage during heritage week. A former school prin-
cipal gave a talk at each of the buildings ending in the new school where lots of history was
on display with old roll books from the 1920s and much more.

The first school was built in 1839 along the banks of the Grand Canal and the
walk began here. The group were made to work hard and were engaged at all
times. 

Firstly they were given a quiz to complete as they walked between each venue on
all kinds of subjects and using clues as they went along. Secondly the younger
members were asked to collect leaves for identification at the end of the event. The
middle school was built in 1949 and this is now the Village centre or AVC which is
home to the Community Council and Tidy Towns group. Here, the children got to
plant a bulb and a chestnut tree and took these home to mark the occasion 

We are lucky as a small village to have 3 such school buildings still so active and spanning
175 years. An article plus a full page of pictures was printed in the North Kildare newspaper
(The Liffey Champion). Many thanks to all whose work made this event possible.
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PROJECT The 3 school buildings
LOCATION Ardclough Village
START DATE August 30th 2014
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Birds of Ardclough 
 

SPECIES LIST  2014-15 
 
(1)  Goldcrest                             (35) Swift 
(2)  Wren                                    (36) Collard Dove 
(3)  Long Tailed Tit                    (37) Wood Pigeon 
(4)  Coal Tit                                (38) Pheasant 
(5)  Blue Tit                                (39) Snipe 
(6)  Great Tit                               (40) Grey Heron 
(7)  Treecreeper                          (41) Moorehen 
(8)  Willow Warbler                    (42) Coot 
(9)  Chiffchaff                             (43) Little Grebe 
(10) Spotted Flycatcher               (44) Great Crested Grebe 
(11) House Martin                       (45) Mallard 
(12) Barn Swallow                      (46) Tufted Duck 
(13) Robin                                   (47) Mute Swan 
(14) Tree Sparrow                       (48) Herring Gull 
(15) House Sparrow                    (49) Common Gull 
(16) Dunnock                              (50) Lesser Black-backed Gull 
(17) Siskin                                   (51) Black-headed Gull         
(18) Greenfinch                           (52) Long-eared Owl 
(19) Goldfinch                             (53) Kestrel 
(20) Chaffinch                             (54) Sparrowhawk 
(21) Bullfinch                              (55) Buzzard 
(22) Yellowhammer                     (56) Bramling 
(23) Grey Wagtail                        (57) Cormorant 
(24) Pied Wagtail                         (58) Redwing 
(25) Starling                                 (59) Blackcap 
(26) Song Thrush                         (60) Barn Owl 
(27) Blackbird                              (61) Little Egret 
(28) Fieldfare                               (62) Dipper 
(29) Mistle Thrush                       (63) Merlin     
(30) Magpie                                  (64) Water Rail 
(31) Jackdaw                                 
(32) Rook                                      
(33) Hooded Crow    
(34) Kingfisher 
 
 
Criteria.  Any species without a confirmed sighting for 3 years will be removed from this 
list, and any new species will remain on the list under the same criteria 



PROJECT Brown Bins Awareness Campaign
LOCATION Ardclough Village
START DATE April 2015
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Brown bins awareness 
PROJECT DETAILS Brown bins for organic waste are used extensively in Ardclough.
Therefore, the Ardclough Supervalu Tidy Towns Group launched an awareness campaign to
promote greater and proper use of brown bins. Text was prepared and circulated to members
of the community in the ‘Ardclough Community Council Newsletter’ to raise awareness of
the cost and environmental benefits of using brown bins properly, to remind members of the
community about what should and should not be placed in brown bins, and to provide some
tips when using brown bins. 

Brown bins for organic waste help us to dispose of waste in an environmentally
friendly way. They also help reduce general waste which is more expensive
to dispose of, and so they are also cost effective. 

When used properly, use of brown bins has been found to reduce households’ pro-
duction of general waste by over 20%. Therefore, it pays to know what you can put
in your brown bin and it also helps reduce carbon emissions. For instance, did you
know that wine corks and greasy pizza boxes can be placed in brown bins?



PROJECT Household waste recycling analysis
LOCATION Ardclough
START DATE April 2015
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Recycling analysis
PROJECT DETAILS This project involves the analysis of household waste with a view to
identifying what domestic waste households should be recycling and currently are not. By
analysing the contents of a random sample of recycle bins in Ardclough a good indication of
the behaviour of residents was established. Our aim was to identify materials that were not
present in the recycle bins. The conclusion is then assume that the missing waste is been dis-
posed of in the general waste bin. 

Five recycle bins of residences were analysed with their content recorded. The
findings identified that a number of recyclable materials were currently not
been recycled.  In none of the bins analysed were any containers from bath-

room products found such as shampoo, bubble baths or lotions. Two of the bins
contained no tin cans. Only one bin contained glossy magazines.
Conclusions   Householders are not currently recycling all recyclable waste mate-
rial generated in the home. This is due to the residences not being aware of what
household recycled waste can be. Households should be reminded that all tin cans,
all forms of paper including glossy magazines can be recycled. In addition bathroom
products such as shampoo bottles and lotions should be checked as most of these
can be recycled. An article on the findings of this research is to be written and dis-
tributed to households in the Newsletter



PROJECT Create New Database
LOCATION Ardclough Village
START DATE Spring 2015
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Database renewed
PROJECT DETAILS In order to improve and streamline our group communications
we decided to create a new and comprehensive database. 

Acontact database of community members has been set up in line with data
protection legislation. This was created by requests for contact details, com-
bining previous databases and a sign up option in our community alert

leaflets.
The database consists of e-mail address and mobile phone numbers collected in

line with data protection protocols. These are then used to send notifications con-
cerning all events and happenings such as meetings, work nights, night classes,
general information and reminders etc. We can also see further uses in the future to
communicate in a better and more efficient way.

This work was carried out by our public relations officer.



PROJECT Ardclough Village Centre
LOCATION Ardclough
START DATE September 2013 - Ongoing
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Community involvement 
PROJECT DETAILS During the past year significant work has been done on this ongoing
project. As mentioned in another project 6 prefabs were demolished. Also an architect was
recruited to draw up plans for refurbishment of the building and much work has already
been done.

The AVC sub-committee is in the process of preparing an application for fund-
ing to various agencies. In particular, we intend to apply to Leader when the
Rural Development Programme is back in place in late 2015.

During the past year a wide variety of activities took place such as many classes
for adults and children as well as a new “Go for Life” class in conjunction with the
HSE for older people which was very popular. Also many other events and meetings
were facilitated.



PROJECT Repair Triangle Wall
LOCATION Triangle, Village centre
START DATE April 2015
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Triangle wall repaired
PROJECT DETAILS As noted in last year’s Tidy Towns report this stone wall opposite the
church was in need of some repair. Damage is probably caused by SUV and vans backing up
against it. As before this has being patched up by the Tidy Towns group.

One possible solution would be to plant a low hedge around it to deter contact
provided this would not interfere with traffic line of sight. Another possible
action would be to ask the school to highlight the problem with parents who

use this area for parking and both of these will be considered.



PROJECT New footpath 
LOCATION Celbridge Road
START DATE October 2014
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New footpath
PROJECT DETAILS A new footpath between the existing one at Lishandra and the en-
trance to the 13th Lock lane.

Anew footpath between the existing one at Lishandra and the entrance to the
13th Lock lane has been sought for a number of years. Following much work
by the Tidy Towns group this has now been costed, funded and will be com-

pleted within 2015. This makes for a safer pass from the village to the residential
houses on the Celbridge road and 13th Lock lane.
This is a particularly busy road and is not safe for pedestrians especially for chil-

dren going to and coming from school so this new footpath will be on enormous
benefit.
It is also a component of the proposed Nature & Heritage trail and assuming all

else is resolved with this route then planning can now advance. With thanks to local
councillors and KCC for their help and assistance.



PROJECT Action on Village road issues
LOCATION Village centre roads
START DATE Autumn 2014
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More friendly roads
PROJECT DETAILS Liason area engineer to deal with a number of urgent issues mainly
concerning problems centred around the village roads. 

In late autumn of 2014 a meeting was set up with our area engineer to deal with a
number of urgent issues mainly concerning problems centred around the village
roads. Each issue was visited on site with the engineer and actions were agreed

to tackle these issues as soon as possible.
Traffic was observed on the day and various concerns expressed by resi-

dents were passed on. This was useful as it was plain that the Village speed limit of
50km/hr was not been observed by most of the passing traffic. It was agreed that
further monitoring would take place and steps would be taken at the same time as
the new footpath was being done.
Local councillors were also contacted to keep this project moving forward and fur-

ther contacts were made with the local area engineer. Many thanks to these and all
who helped in achieving good results on this.

!



PROJECT Hedge & Grass cutting
LOCATION Village Area
START DATE Annually - 2015
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Residential streets
PROJECT DETAILS Each year the hedging and grass areas are maintained around the
landscaped sections of the village. Attention is paid to the correct times for hedge cutting.

Contact is maintained with Kildare County Council concerning any of the areas
that they maintain as regards the preferred use of mulch mowers. Roadside
verges outside of central landscaped areas are left untouched as they pro-

vide a valuable habitat for many species.
Much of the grass areas around the village are maintained by the Tidy Towns

group or by residents themselves. We greatly appreciate this.



PROJECT Erect Anti-Dumping Signs
LOCATION Around Village
START DATE May 2015
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Anti-dumping signs
PROJECT DETAILS Several no dumping signs were acquired from Kildare county coun-
cil and members of the Tidy Towns group erected these at selected locations.

In common with many other areas, the problem of dumping waste occasionally
occurs here as well. One problem area seems to be the canal banks. These are
somewhat out of general view of the public especially at night. Several no dump-

ing signs were acquired from Kildare county council and members of the Tidy Towns
group erected these at selected locations. 
Other means of tackling dumping are being examined including the use of CCTV

and closer working with Kildare County Council. With thanks to KCC and local coun-
cillors for their assistance on this matter.



PROJECT Graveyard Seating
LOCATION Oughterard Cemetery
START DATE January 2015
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Cemetery seats 
PROJECT DETAILS It was decided to seek two suitable seats for OUghterard Cemetery
and this was agreed with the committee of Arthur’s Way and the County Council. 

Each year the local graveyard which contains very important buildings such as
a very old church and round tower is maintained by the people of Ardclough.
It is also well known as the burial place of Arthur Guinness. Recently it has

become the last stop of the new walking route “Arthur’s Way.” 
A new information has been erected just outside the entrance gate and overall vis-

itor numbers have increased. It was decided to seek two suitable seats and this was
agreed with the committee of Arthurs Way and the County Council. Two cast iron
seats are now on order with the manufacturer and will be delivered and installed in
the near future.
We are very grateful for the provision of these and this will add to visitor comfort on
this elevated site. 



PROJECT Problem Road Sign
LOCATION Celbridge Road
START DATE January 2015

Project 
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Problem road sign
PROJECT DETAILS Intrusive road sign was causing problems.

Following flood relief works, a roadside sign was installed to warn of an open
watercourse. However, this soon caused a problem to some residents emerg-
ing from their driveway and prevented them seeing oncoming traffic.

After representations to local councillors and area engineer this sign was lowered
which allowed residents to see over it whilst still remaining effective in warning traf-
fic of the roadside stream. Many thanks to all concerned for making a safer out-
come.



PROJECT Anti-Litter Posters
LOCATION Ardclough Outlets
START DATE May 2015

Project 
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Anti litter posters 
PROJECT DETAILS A series of posters to raise anti-litter awareness.

To raise anti-litter awareness, a series of posters were produced. These
posters were designed to encourage people to dispose of their waste in bins
and not to litter. They were designed to be graphically appealing, or “eye-

catching”, and also to stimulate awareness of the particular dangers litter poses to
wildlife in the Grand Canal, which is a key amenity for the community. 

The images used in the posters are set out above. 
These will be displayed at all local outlets including the local school and will also be

posted on our website.



PROJECT Rainwater Project
LOCATION Village Houses
START DATE Autumn 2014

Project 
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Rainwater project
PROJECT DETAILS The useful practice of rainwater collection

Following our recent survey on waste we followed up with an article on water
and how in general to conserve and make best use of this resource. We also
decided to promote further the useful practice of rainwater collection. Many

people have come on board with many new installations in the past year. Here we
look at two different collections in the village.
These are just two examples where the collected water is fully used for cleaning,

watering flowers and vegetables and so on. The feedback is very positive and com-
ments such as “why didn’t we do this before” are common. In many cases it can be
hard work to get people to change but this has now taken off on its own by word of
mouth and people discovering how easy it is to get going. With water charges now
on the horizon this provides clean and free water for many different uses.



PROJECT Bumble Bee Identification
LOCATION Village Centre
START DATE May 17th 2015
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To bee or not to bee 
PROJECT DETAILS An event was held focusing on Bumble Bee identification as part of
the 2015 Biodiversity week. 

As part of the 2015 Biodiversity week an event was held focusing on Bumble
Bee identification. First there was a PowerPoint presentation and then a short
field walk. It began by stating Ireland had 20 species of Bumble Bees, 14 true

and 6 Cuckoo, the latter who, just like their avian namesake do not build their own
nest but rather “use” someone else’s such as a vacant birds nest.

We also learned that the colour of the bee’s tail was key in identification and con-
centrating on the species we were most likely to see, it was described how to distin-
guish each bee in terms of colour, markings, shape etc. It was also explained how
important pollinators were for biodiversity globally and as Albert Einstein mentioned
that if Bees ever disappeared we would not be far behind.  

Each person was then armed with a bee net, jar and a swivel card type identifier
sourced from the National Biodiversity Centre to help identify any bees to hand
along with a local expert in charge. Children were given some sheets to fill in and
return at the follow up event during Heritage week. The event was run entirely by
members of the Tidy Towns group.
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